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PRESENT STATE OF JEKUSALEM. 


Tue following interesting account of the present state of Jeru- 
salem, is extracted from the travels of Robert Richardson, M. D., 
along the Mediterranean and the parts adjacent, recently publish- 
ed.— Christian Herald. 


“Tnere are two accounts of the ancient city of Jerusalem, which 
have come down to us with the sanction of high authority. The 
first is to be found in the third chapter of Nehemiah, who built 
the walls of the city, after the return of the Jews from the Baby- 
jonish captivity. My attention was particularly directed to this 
account by the Countess of Belmore, who visited the memorable 
spots in and about Jerusalem, with all the zeal and feeling of a 
pious Christian, taking the holy Scriptures for her guide, while at 
the same time she availed herself of all the light that modern 
travellers have been able to collect for the Mastration’ of this 
most interesting portion of sacred topography. The other ac- 
count is from the pen of the Jewish historian Josephus, who had 
the misfortune to witness the sackipg and utter destruction of his 
native city by the victorious arms of Titus Vespasian. It is a tan- 
talizing circumstance, however, for the traveller, who wishes to 
recognize in his walks the site of particular buildings, or the 
scenes of memorable events, that the greater part of the objects 
mentioned in the description both of the inspired and Jewish his- 
toria:. are entirely removed and razed from their foundations, 
without leaving asingle trace or name behind to point out where 
. they stood: Not an ancient tower, or gate, or wall, or hardly even 
a stone remains. The foundations are not only broken up, but ev- 
ery fragment of which they were composed is swept away, and 
the spectator looks upon the bare rock with hardly a sprinkling of 
earth to point out ber gardens of pleasure, or groves of idolatrous 
devotion. And when we consider the palaces, and towers, and 
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walls about Jerusalem, and that the stones of which some of them 
were constructed were thirty feet long, fifteen feet broad, seven 
and a half thick, we are not more astonished at the strength, and 
skill, and perseverance, by which they were constructed, than 
shocked by the relentless and brutal hostility by which they were 
shattered and overthrown, and utterly removed from our sight— 
A few gardens still remain on the sloping base of mount Zion,wa- 
tered from the pool of Siloam; the gardens of Gethsemane are 
still in a sort of ruined cultivation; the fences are, broken down, 
and the olive trees decaying, as if the hand that dressed and fed 
them were withdrawn; the mount of Olives still retains a lan 
guishing verdure, and nourishes a few of those trees from which 
it derives its name: but all around about Jerusalem, the general 
aspect is blighted and barren; the grass: is withered; the bare 
rock looks through the scaiity sward, and the grain itself, like the 
staring progeny of famine, s€ems in doubt whether to come to ma- 
turity, or die.in the ear. ‘Fhe vine that was brought from Egypt 
is eut off from the midst of the land; the vineyards are wasted; 
the hedges are taken away ; and the graves of the ancient dead are 
open and tenantless. How is the guld become dim; and every 
thing that was pleasant to the eye withdrawn. Jerusalem has 
heard the voice of David and Solomon, of prophets and apostles; 
and He who spake as never man spake, has taught in her syna- 
gogues and in her streets: Before her legislators, her poets, and 
her apostles, those of al] other countries became dumb, and cast 
down their crowns, as unworthy to stand in their presence. Once 
she was rich in every, blessing; victorious over al] her enemies; 
and resting in peace, with every man sitting under his own vine, 
and under his own fig-tree, with none to disturb or make him afraid. 
Jerusalem was the brightest of all the cities of the east, and for- 
tified above all other towns, so strong, that the Roman conqueror 
thereof, and the master of the whole world besides, exclaimed, on 
entering the city of David, and Yooking up at the towers which 
the Jews had abandoned, “Surely we have had God for our assist- 
ance in the war; for what could human bands or human machines 
do against these towers!” It is no other than God who has expel- 
Jed the Jews from their fortifications. ‘Their temple was the rich- 
est in the whole world; their religion was the purest; and their 
God was the Lord of Hosts. Never was there a people favoured 
like this people, but they set at nought the counsel: of their God; 
trusted in their walls; and walked after the imaginations of their 
own hearts; their city was given up to the spoiler; the glory de- 
parted from Israe], and the sceptre from Judah; the day of ven- 
geance arrived; and the rebellious sons of Jacob are scattered, 
and peeled, and driven under every wind of heaven, withouta na- 
tion or country to call their own: unamalgamated, perséetuted, 
plundered and reviled; like the ruins of a blighted tower, whose 
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fragments remain to show the power which smote it, and to call 
aloud to heaven and earth for repair. What a tremendous lesson 
for the kings.and people of the earth to learn wisdom, and in the 
midst of their prosperity, to recognize the hand from which their 
comforts flow! It is impossible for the Christian traveller to look 
upon Jerusalem with the same feelings with which he would set 
himself to contemplate the ruins of Thebes, of Athens, or of Rome 
or of any other city, which the world ever saw.—There is in all 
the doings of the Jews, their virtues and their vices, their wisdom 
and their folly,a height and a depth, a breadth and a length that 
angels cannot fathom; their whole history is a history of miracles; 
the precepts of their sacred book are the most profound, and the 
best adapted to every situation in which man can be placed; they 
moderate him in prosperity, sustain him in adversity, guide him in 
health, console him in sickness, support him at the close of life, 
travel on with him through death, diye with him throughout the 
endless ages of eternity, and Jerusalem lends its name to the eter- 
nal mansions of the blessed in heaven, which man is admitted to 
enjoy through the atonement of Christ Jesus, who was born of a 
descendant of Judah. But we must turn to consider the Jerusa- 
lem that now is. In Egypt and Syria, it is universally called Gou- 
tes, or Koudes, which means holy, and is still a respectable, good- 
leoking town; it is of an irregular shape, approaching nearest to 
that of a square; it is surrounded by a high embattled wall, which, 
generally speaking, is built of the common stone of the country, 
which is compact lime-stone. It has six gates; one of which looks 
to the west, and is called the gate of Yaffa, or Bethlehem, because 
the road to these places passes through it; two look to the north, 
one is called the gate of Sham, or Damascus; the other, the gate 
of Herod; the fourth gate looks to the eastyor the valley of Jeho- 
shaphat, and is called St. Stephen’s gate, because here the proto- 
martyr was stoned to death; it is close by the temple or mosque 
of Omar, and leads to_ the garden of Gethsemane, and the mount 
of Olives, Bethany, Jericho, and all the east of Jerusalem; the 
fourth gate leads into the temple, or harem schereef, which was 
formerly called the Church of the Presentation, because the Virgin 
Mary is supposed to have entered by this gate, to present her son, 
our blessed Saviour, in the temple. On account of a turn in the 
wall, this gate, though in the east wall of the city, looks to the 
south towards mount Zion; near to this there is another gate, 
which is small, not admitting either horses or carriages, of which 
last, howeyer, there is none in Jerusalem; and from the wall re- 
suming its former direction, looks to the east, and is called the 
dung-gate: the last is called Zion-gate, or the gate of the prophet 
David; it looks to the south, and is in that part of the wall which 
passes over mount Zion, and runs between ‘the brook Kedron, or 
valley of Jehoshaphat on the east, and the deep: ravime, called 
the valley of the son of Hinnom, on the. west, leaving about two 
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t,wo thirds of mount Zion on the south, er outside of the walls, it 
i nearly opposite to the mosque which was built over the se 
pulchre of David. The longest wall is that which faces this, and 
is on the north side of the city; it runs between the valley of Gi- 
hon en the west, and the valley of Jehoshaphat on the east. | 
walked round the city on the outside of the wall, in an hour and 
twenty minutes, and Lady Belmore rode round it on an ass, in an 
hour and a quarter: and the whole circumference, as measured h 

Manundrell, a most accurate traveller, is two miles and a balf. The 
population of the Holy City is estimated at twenty thousand souls; 
five thousand of whom are Mussulmans; five thousand Christians; 
and ten thousand Jews. The Jews reside chiefly on the edge of 
mount Zion, in the lower part of the city, which, in the language 
of Seripture, is called the Daughter of Zion, near to the sham- 
bles, which are most dreadfully offensive; in passing them ona 
summer morning, a person is ‘almost afraid to draw his breath, the 
inhalation of the vapour produces such a deadening effect upon 
the whole system. Many of the Jews are rich and in comfortable 
circumstances, and possess a good deal of property in Jerusalem, 
bat they are careful to concéal their wealth, and even their com- 
fort, from the jealous eye of their rulers, lest by awakening their 
cupidity some vile, indefensible plot, should be devised to their 
prejudice. In going to visit a respectable Jew in the Holy City, it 
is a common thing to pass to bis house over a ruined foreground, 
and up an awkward outside stair, constructed of rough unpolished 
stones, that totter under the foot: but it improves as you ascend, 
and at the top has a respectable appearance, as it ends in an agree- 
able platform in front of the house. On entering the house itself 
it is found to be clean and well furnished, the sophas are covered 
with Persian carpets, and the people seem happy to. receive you. 
The visiter is entertained with coffee and tobacco, as is the custom 
in the houses of the Turks and Christians. The ladies presented 
themselves with an ease and address that surprised me, and recal- 
led tomy memory the pleasing society of Europe. This differ- 
ence of manner arises from maoy of the Jewish families in Jeru- 
salem, having resided in Spain or Portugal, where the females had 
rid themselves of the cruel domestic fetters of the east, and, on 
returning to their beloved land, had very properly maintained 
their justly acquired freedom and rank in society. They almost 
all speak a broken Italian, so that conversation goes on without the 
clumsy aid of an interpreter. It was the feast of the passover, 
and they were all eating unleavened bread; some of which was 
presented to me as a curiosity, and I partook of it merely that I 
might have the gratification of eating unleavened bread with the 
sons and daughters of Jacob in Jerusalem: it is very insipid fare, 
and no one would eat it from choice. For the same reason I went 
to the synagogue, of which there are two in Jerusalem, although 1 
only visited one. The form of worship is the came, as in this coun: 
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try, and, I belieye, in every country, which the Jews inhabit.— 
The females have a separate synagogue assigned to them as in 
the synagogues in Europe, and in the Christian churches all over 
the Levant. They are not, however, expected to be frequent and 
regular in their attendance on public worship. The ladies gener- 
ally make a point of going on the Sunday, that is, the Friday night 
or Saturday morning after they are married: and being thus intro- 
duced in their new capacity, once a year is considered as sufficient 
compliance, on their part, with the ancient injunction, to assemble 
themselves together in the house of prayer. Like the votaries of 
some Christian establishments, the Jewesses trust more to the 

prayers of their priests than to their own. ‘The synagogues in Je- 
rusalem are both poor and small, not owing to the poverty of their 
possessors, but to the prudential motives above mentioned; yet it 
was delightful to mix with them in your devotions, and to see per- 
formed before your eyes that ceremonial worship by the descend- 
ants of that very people to whom it was delivered by the voice of 

God. I should look at the ceremonies of Pagan temples as a mat- 
ter of little more than idle curiosity, but the ceremonies of the 
Jews dip into the heart. This is the most ancient form of worship 
in existence; this is the manner in which thé God of heaven was 
worshipped by Abraham and his descendants, when all the other 
nations in the world were sitting in darkness, or falling down to 
stocks and stones. To the Jews were committed the oracles of 
God; this is the manner in which Moses and Elias, David and’Sol- 
omon, worshipped the God of their fathers. This Worship was in- 
stituted by God himself, and in Jerusalem the chosen and appoint- 
ed city; and on the rock of Sion, God’s holy hill, to sing a psalm of 
David, in company with the outcast race of Judah, winds to ecsta- 
sy the heart. 

‘The vital history of the Christian faith passes over the memory, 
and you feel as if you joined your voice with those chosen spirits 
who spoke through inspiration, and told the will of God to man.— 
The time will come when the descendants of his ancient people 
shall join the song of Moses, to the song of the Lamb, and, sing- 
ing hosannah to the Son of David, confess his power to'save. I 
never see the fine, venerable aspect of a Jew, but I feel for him as 
an elder brother. I have an affection for him, that far transcends 
my feeling for a Greek or for a Roman, who have left the world 
but childish rhythms and sprinilings of a groundless morality, 
compared with that pure and lofty thought that pervades the sa- 

~s,cred volume. Thave adesire to converse with him, and to know 

the comtnunings of a heart, formed by the ancient word of inspi- 
ration, unanointed and unanealed by the consummating afflations 
of Christianity. I would rather pity than persecute him for refus- 

- ing the Gospel. The thunders of Sinai once rung in his ears, need 

we wonder that they havesunk into his heart?) The rock must be 

struck before the water will gush out. The coal must be warmed 
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before it can be fanned into a flame. The fort must be taken } 

gradual approaches. Sichaus must be abolished by little and jt. 
tle. They are a hard working and industrious people; the world 
has never been oppressed by their poor; the obstinancy with which 
they cling to their institutions shows the stuff that is in them — 
Plundered and expatriated for the long period of eighteen hundred 
years, they have earned their bread from under the feet of those 
to whom the writings of their fathers reveal the will of heayen, 
and from which we derive the soundest rules of life, and the glad- 
denning hopes of a future existence. One would say, that the sop 
of Judah was a gem, whom every Christian would be anxious to 
polish and refine: by how much it is more blessed to give than to re. 
ceive; they have given to all, but, saving the buffetings of tyrap. 
ny and adversity, what have they received from the world? The 
elements of Christianity are incorporated in their institutions; when 
they consider and know them, they will see that the religion of Je. 
sus «s but the consummation of their own. Let us treat them like 

fellow creatures: we owe them every thing, and they have not 

more of the original contamination of human nature than we our- 

selves. 

The Jewesses in Jerusalem speak in a decided and firm tone, 
unlike the hesitating and timid voice of the Arab and Turkish fe- 
males, and claim the European privilege of differing from their 
husbands, and maintaining their own opinions. They are fair and 
good-looking;.ged and auburn hair are by no means uncommon in 
either of the sexes. 1 never saw any of them with veils; and 
was informed that it is the general practice of the Jewesses in Je- 
rusalem to go with their faces uncovered. ‘They are the only fe- 
mates there whodo so. ‘They seem particularly liable to eruptive 
diseases; and the want of children is as great a heart-break*to 
them now as it was in the days of Sarah. 

In passing up to the synagogue, I was particularly struck with 
the mean and wretched appearance of the houses on both sides of 
the streets, as well as the poverty of their inhabitants. Some of 
the old men ‘and old women had more withered and hungry as- 
pects than any, of our race I ever saw, with the exception of the 
caverned dames at Gornow, in Egyptian Thebes, who might have 
sat in a stony field as a picture of famine the year after the flood. 
The sight of a poor Jew in Jerusalem, has in it something peculi- 
arly affecting. ‘The heart of this wonderful people, in whatever 
clime they roam, still turns to it as the city of their promised ‘rest. 
They take pleasure in her ruins, and would lick the very dust for 


her sake. Jerusalem is the centre around which the exiled sons — 


of Judah build, in airy dreams, the mansions of their future great- 
ness. In whatever part of the world he may live, the heart’s de- 
sire of a Jew when gathered to his fathers, is to be buried in Je- 
rusalem. Thither they return from Spain or Portugal, from Egypt 
sand Barbary, and other countries among which they have been 
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scattered; and when, after all their longings, and al} their strug- 
gles up the steeps of life, we see them poor, and blind, and naked, 
in the streets of their once happy Zion, he must have a cold heart 
that can remain untouched by their sufferings, without uttering a 
prayer, that the light of a reconciled countenance would shine on 
the darkness of Judah, and the day star of Bethlehem arise In 
their hearts.” 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
(Concluded from page 653.) 


Avoruer important item in the Sunday School systém is, the 
‘@istribution of tracts; of the effects of which we here cite one in- 
stance. . 

A teacher calling at the house of a very bad and undutiful child, 
the mother said, “what a beautiful book Joseph had last Sunday.” 
(It was the story of Henry Fairchild, and of Charles Truman, 
which had been given by the visiting committee, asa reward for 
getting Scripture proofs.) “O! sir, it has done him so much good 
—he read it to me after he came home, and cried almost all the 
time—and when he had done, he came and kissed me, and said, he 
would try to be like Charles Truman, and do as much good as he 
could. And only think, sir,” added the weeping mother, “he has 
never been so good in all the world—I have found no,fault with 
him these four days—and if he would always find such books to 
read, I can have much comfort with him. And they are good, too, 
for us all to read, and quite improving.” One school has distribu- 
ted, within the last eighteen months, about 12,000 pages of tracts, 
besides about 40 Bibles and 60. estaments. 

A superintendent observes: “we have distributed, with our owa 
hands, at least 50,000 pages of tracts, within the year; yet this is 
bat as‘a drop in the ocean. Fifty times as many would by ‘no 
means be a waste, for they would be as bread cast upon the waters 
to return after many days.” The teachers of this school are all, 
without a single exception, dependent on their daily labour for the 
means of support, and live, as we say, from hand to mouth; yet 
they have sent forty dollars to Philadelphia for tracts and reward. 
books for the children—and four guineas to England, for the same 
purpose; besides the no small amount they paid here for tracts, 
&c., at our depository. ° 

Another superintendent observes. “there is the strongest reason 
to believe that the liberal distribution of tracts among the poorer 
classes of society, would be of the highest importance to them; it 
is the simplest and most effectual means of enlightening their minds 

—impresging correct and piows sentiments—of producing honest 
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feelings, and strong convictions, and reforming their vicious pro. 
pensities. Parents often inquire when the children are to get 
more new ones.—It is to be regretted that our depository does not 
afford some original tracts, adapted to our own manners and cus. 
toms—they would be abundantly more useful.” 

Of five blind boys, who. were received into one of the schools 
about two years ago, four have been restored to sight, through the 
means of the Eye Infirmary, and are now enabled to read. Qne 
of them, whose circumstances precluded him from social inter- 
course, was fast approaching to idiocy, and at first (being led) 
came by almost compulsion, is now blessed with sight, and is read- 
ing his Bible, and comes regularly every Sabbath, nearly two 
miles, to attend the school. The one who is entirely blind takes a 
deep interest in the school, and can learn a chapter every Sab- 
bath. There are, no doubt, very many of these unfortunate chil- 
dren who might be greatly benetitted by Sunday School instruc. 
tion, and who, as these four havé been, brought to the light of the 
natural sun, may be raised to behold and enjoy the light of the 
Sun of Righteousness for ever. 

A superintendent says: “we have opened a school. where 80of 
our boys are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, five nights in 
the week, and Saturday afternoon. Some of these attend also the 
free school, and at church and school all day on Sunday, with the 
utmost cheerfulness, and would think it a hardship to be denied 
the privilege of the school a single evening. 

Of these 80 children, we seldom have two absent, which is an 
evidence of our powerful influence over both children and pa- 
rents, and of their attachments to the Sunday School. And furth- 
er, we are always consulted by the families, in every step they 
take in regard to their childrea, But our influence does not stop 
with our school instruction. We frequently receive letters from 
both parents and children, after they have left the school, dictated 
in the most pleasing terms; and also many little presents, as tokens 
of their esteem and gratitude’ These are a few items, of the 
good done by our Sunday Schools. And oh that the high and the 
honourable, the wise and the good, could be persuaded to enlist in 
the work of these heme misstons—to labour in these immense fields 
already white’to the harvest, till the moral wilderness part of our 
land be made to bud and blossom as the rose. O! I could earnest- 
ly pray that rich and poor might lend us theirmite, waich in due 
iime would return sevenfold into their bosom. 

As another evidence of the abiding effect of the Sunday School 
system, we mention—that a teacher received, a few days ago, 
about half a bushel of nuts, some apples, &c., as a present from a 
boy who had been absent from the city more than a year. Simi- 
lar instances of a marked attachment might we recite. ’ 

In addition to these, we havé a'number of very interesting let- 
ters, from both parents and children, which we would here intro- 
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duce, but from apprehension of extending our report to too great 
a length, 

The children of one school contributed three dollars, to aid the. 
Palestine mission which lately sailed from this port. And those of 
another, contributed seven dollars in aid of the Oneida Indians. 

It becomes the duty of the committee, in behalf of those with 
whom they are associated for the accomplishment of so noble an 
end, to endeavour to impress upon the’ minds of our fellow-citi- 
zens, the vast importance of those institutions. We believe the 
Sunday Schools to be the institutions to which the great Head of 
all things has affixed his seal—as second to none other*of the 
present day. And we further believe, that if their importance 
were known by our citizens, they would be duly. appreciated; and 
that provision, ample provision, would be made, to relieve some 
of our devoted teachers, if not from a portion of their ardu- 
duous labours, at least from the expense of tracts, &c., which they 
cannot afford to bestow without detriment to themselves or their 
families. . 

We do hope and trust, that the time is not far distant, when 
those who have the ability to do much in this good cause, without 
detriment to themselves, or others, will awake and be alive to this 
subject—when our churches and all Christians will awake and 
come up to our help. 

From whence flows that spirit of Gospel enterprise which has 
gone abroad over the face of the earth, bearing the word of life, 
and sending forth the devoted heralds of the cross, throughout the 
vast regiens of Europe, Asia, Africa, and the islands of the sea? 
Comes it not from Sunday School institutions? What shall we say 
of Patterson and Henderson, those devoted servants, so distinguish- 
ed for their activity and success in distributing the Bible through 
a vast portion of Europe? Where did they get initiated into the 
mysteries of that warfare against the powers of darkness?—In a 
Sunday School! 

Through what medium did Dr. Morrison receive that divine 
commission which led and supported him, in preparing the way 
for carrying the glad tidings of Salvation to more than three hup- 
dred millions of souls in China? A Sunday School! 

It is yet but a short time since Robert Raikes opened the first 
Sunday School in England; and yet it is computed that nineteen 
twentieths of all the missionaries who have gone forth from Great 
Britain, over the eastern hemisphere, became pious in Sunday 
Schools; and that two thirds of the orthodox clergy now in En 
land, under 40 years of age, became pious in Sunday Schools. — 

‘Samuel Bacon, late agent of our government to the shores of 
Africa, (to whose cause he fell a victim.) received much of the tu- 
ition which rendered him so eminently qualified for that responai- 
ble station, through his connexion with Sunday Schools, ip which 
he was so conspicuously active, 


Vox. IJ. 90 
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Cad Address to the Baptist Associations, &c. [May, 


Many of the revivals of religion, for which the last two-yearg 
have been so singularly distinguished in our country, have had 
their origin ia Sunday Schools. In one instance, where 100 were 
received into communion with the church, 98 were at the time, or 
had been, connected with the Sunday School—and in another, out 
of 35, 27 were from the Sunday School. 

Of 30 youths, composing one Sunday School, and one of the 
teachers, who was before’careless, all have become hopefully pi- 
ous, and all, except one, have joined the church. 

But to bring the subject, if possible, nearer home, we may state, 
that insour city about 600 of the teachers and learners have been 
received into the different churches, from our Sunday Schools, and 
about thirty left the schools to prepare for the ministry. 

Such are some of the first fruits of this benign institation, which 
is as yet but in its infancy. What then shall we bebold, if we ex 
tend our contemplations but a little way into futurity? 

With this view, who, whether male or female, can say of New- 
York, we have done enough? Whicl#of our rulers can say he has 
done enough, while there is a child in the city untaught in the el- 
ements of useiul knowlecge? What individual who shares in the 
expenses and burthens of the community, can say he or she has 
done enough, so long as there is to be found a child growing up 
with a mind uncultivated, and uninstructed in some useful employ- 
ment? What philanthropist can say he has done enough, while 
there is a child uninstructed in moral principles, and untrained to 
moral habits? But above all, what Christian can say enough is 
done—till all are provided with the means of grace, and till all 
are so mstructed, as to be enabled to use those means, and ap- 
ply them for the good of their own souls and the souls of others? 

If it be asked what is to be done; the answer is ready—fill 
your depository with tracts for gratuitous distribution, at the dis- 
posal of the Sunday School._—Support the schools with not only 
ample means, but eflicient teachers. And not only this, but build 
up one hundred more schools, and scour out every haunt of wretch- 
edness—nor cease to search and bring into the schools, so long a¢ 


can be found a ragged child, or any proper subject for this bene# 
cent enterprise. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
ADDRESS TO THE BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS, &c 


(€ oncluded from page - 670.) 


Tuus we have stated a few inducements to united exertion, but 
you may all of you truly say, after reading this unvarnished state- 
ment of a few facts, “that the half has not been told us.” Weare 
confident that if the situation’of our whole counfry, and the world, 
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could be laid before you, and carried home to every family, and 
every individual of each family in this state and its vicinity, who 
are united with us in the doctrine of Christ, and could-each indi- 
vidual know what needs to be done, and the importance of it; 
what is now done, and by whom it is done; there would be no 
want of funds to accomplish all the benevolent objects contempla- 
ted by this Convention. “There is a shield and a spear in the 
hand of more than fifty thousand of our Israel!’ They have on- 
ly to use the means which they have, and all will be doae, that 
needs to be done, for the enlargement of the borders of the king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Let each individual contribute two cents yearly, and more than 
one thousand dollars will be raised. Let each give twelve and a 
half cents, and six thousand dollars will be the yearly amount, 
which, if applied wholly to support Missionaries, will enable the 
Convention to send ont about thirty. On all stations something 
would be given, and in some more than two thirds of a support, 
where now nothing is done. If each individual would give fifty 
cents, the yearly «mount would be more than twenty-five thousand 
dollars. And, it seems, that a sum equal to fifty cents ought to be 
given by every person who enjoys health or property, the gift of 
God. ‘This is a small return for even temporal mercies. But O 
how great the debt of gratitude you owe that Saviour, who re- 
deemed you by his precious blood! It is for his cause we ask this 
bounty: and in His name we solicit each Church and individual 
pot to withhold it. itis a small sum for each brother and sister to 
intrust in the hands of the fatbers in Israel, to be by them laid up 
in heaven by being bestowed for the advancement of the kingdom 
of Jesus on earth. We have no doubt, that could information be 
carried home to the bosem of every family, of what is needed to 
enlighten and save the poor heathen, sacrificing themselves and 
their children to devils!—the poor negroes and their children, in 
this land and others, doomed to perpetual slavery on earth; on 
whom no ray of hope can gleam, unless they should be enlight- 
ed by the Gospe]!—could you see how much is needed to i!lumi- 
nate, and save the poor, who live on our frontiers, who are unable 
to suppert the Gospel among themselves, aul who now know not 
its value; at the same time. could you be made to Know the cer- 
tain efficacy, which God has given, and will give to the contribu- 
tions, labours and prayers of his children, there surely would be 
no delay in coming up to the help.of the Lord against the mighty! 
Could the daughters of [Israel in our community, know how many 
of the heathen are receiving the Gospel of Christ, and how many 
thonsands of the benighted inhabitants of this land have been enlight 
ened, and are now rejuicing in God, through the instrumentality of 
female disciples! sucely they would wish to be active in this glorious 
work? Surely they would not be denied the satisfaction of sharing 
with their sisters in the reflection of having borne their part in the 
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work of renovating a world! and, at last, of participating that re, 
ward which Christ will bestow on all such as “have done what they 
could.” The circulation of general information on the subjects 
which are connected with missionary operations, has been univer- 
sally accompanied by a corresponding liberality. We therefore 
hope, that the pastors of churches, and brethren, who have the 
means: of information themselves, will endeavour that no one re- 
main ignorant of thé spiritual wants of the greatest—far the 
greatest portion of our sinful world; and the abundant success, 
which the God of Heaven has granted to the past efforts of his 
saints. Such has been the effect of the communication of intelligence 
oo these subjects, that even youth and children in many places, in 
spired with a holy ardour, have stretched out their hands to the 
poor; yea they have reached them forth to the needy. Let every 
brother and sister, and friend of religion, consider, that no Chris. 
tian “liveth unto himself.” That the Lord loveth a cheerful giver 
—that to “do good and communicate, are sacrifices well pleasing 
in the sight of the Lord.” Let them remember that the Scripture 
saith on this subject, “Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatsoever a man soweth that also shall he reap. He that soweth 
to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” We entreat 
you to consider how your prayers for the spread of the Gospel, 
must appear to a holy God, if you neglect to use the only meang 
by which He is pleased to spread his Gospel. Will it be any thing 
short of calling God to witness a scene of solemn mockery? 

We earnestly beseech the first brother in each church, to whom 
this paper shall come, to say, “I will be the man who will lay this 
subject before every individual of the church and congregation, 
with which | am connected, and solicit their aid in this glorious 
work!” We thank you, brother, and pray God to give you success, 
and a glorious reward. 

Yours, affectionately, 


S. MUNRO, President. 
E. F. Witter, Secretary. 





FOR TUE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 
TALK OF HEAVEN. 


Heaven isa place of society, and one of the chief exercises of 
beaven will be the exercise of the social affections. We shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Jsaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God. 
See 1 Thess. iv. 13—17. 

My friend, would it not be agreeable to have an interview only 
for an hour with some one of the worthies who lived before the 
flood ?—with Enoch or Noah, for instance? If you now are with 
ear Lord Jesus you will not only enjoy the company of one or two 
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of these worthies for a day, or a year, but you will have a whole 
eternity to become personally acquainted with each of them, and 
to talk over with them the events, the records of which the flood 
swept away. 

Again—would it not be agreeable to hear from the mouth of 
Abraham, or of Moses, or of Samuel, or of David, or Isaiah, or 
Daniel, the story of the trials of their faith, and of the manner in 
which they were supported and delivered, and how they triumph- 
ed while they sojourned here below? Well, my christian friends, 
if you are the genuine descendants of Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, you shall have an opportunity of hearing from the mouth 
of these worthies the whole of this interesting story. They will 
tell you that their faith had often very near failed, but that God’s 
mercy upheld them, and that there has not failed one good 
thing of all that the Lord their God promised. ' 

Again—would it not be agreeable to you to be introduced to 
those worthy women, who in the days of our Lord’s personal min- 
istry followed him and ministered to him of their substance. The 
Son of God was without house or home—but these women opened 
to him their houses—and ministered to his necessities in a great 
variety of nameless ways. These women stood by the cross when 
nearly all his male disciples had forsaken him—these women 
were at the sepulchre on the morning of the resurrection at early 
dawn—and to them angels announced that he was risen from the 
dead—and to them it was-given in charge to go and tell his other 
disciples and Peter that he was risen, and that, true to his engage- 
ment, he would meet them in Galilee. Well, my christian friend, 
into the company of these worthy women you shall be introduced, 
and from their own lips you shall hear all the wonders of that won- 
derful morning. And they will, moreover, give you many as yet 
unknown anecdotes of ‘the sojourning of our Lord on earth. 
Through an endless eternity they will tell you minutely how, 
while he was dwelling in flesh, they beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only ‘begotten of the Father, iull of grace and truth. 

Again—would it not be agreeable to hear from Peter and Paul, 
and James and John, and Appollos and Barnabas,—and from al! 
their fellow labourers, a narrative of their various labours and suf- 
ferings, when, in obedience to the command of their glorified Mas 
ter, they preached the gospel in Judea, and Lesser Asia, and Afri- 
ca, and Greece, and Italy, and Spain, and probaily also to our an- 
cestors in Gaul or Germany? Would it not be most interesting to 
have from such men a full view of the rea! state of society in all 
these countries at that time—and to know what was the real 
amount of human enjoyment throughout the world at that period? 
Well, my christian friends, only wait a little longer and you shall 
be personally acquainted with each of these individuals, and you 
shall have full information on ail these subjects from the very. men, 
who witnessed them. 
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Again—would. it not be desirable to know at least the names of 
those whose names have not been put upon any earthly record— 
bat who, in deserts or in caves of the earth—or who in the private 
and domestic walks of life, have served God, and have enjoyed 
God on earth, and have been active and successful in transmitting 
the truth of God and the salvation of God to unnumbered gen. 
erations? Well, my christian friends, yet a little while and not 
only the names but the persons of this mighty host, and the indj- 
vidual story of each, will be familiar to you. 

Again—would it not be desirable to hear from Luther and Cal. 
vin, or from Knox, or from any one of their associates and fellow 
labourers, an account of the state of society in which their lot was 
cast—and of the wonderful interposition of Providence by which 
they were preserved and by which the good work was made to 
prosper in their hands? Well, my friends, you are soon, very soon 
to become personally acquainted with each of these good and 
great men, and with each of the good and great men of that gen- 
eration. And you will have a whole eternity before you to talk 
over and over again all these matters. 

In fine—would it not be desirable, would it not be enchanting, af- 
ter having marked the progress of Messiah’s kingdom during the 
long period of five or six thousand years, and after having been 
familiar with all the distinguished men and distinguished women 
of that period—would it not be enchanting to become incorpora- 
ted with the men and the women, and the enjoyment of that state 
of things, when the kingdoms of this world shall be the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ? Well, my christian friends, only 
wait Jehovah’s time, and in your place do Jehovah’s work, and 
with your own eyes you shall see all these things—with your own 
ears you shall hear all these good news. Standing on the portals 
of high heaven, you shall have a full view of the whole scene. 
And again and again, you, in company with the great multitude 
which no man can number, will lift up your voices and say, “Alle- 
luia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” And again and 
again there shall be joy in heaven and in your heart because this 
and the other sinner has repented—and because this and the other 
prayer which was put upon record for ages has been auswered, 


and because that or the other promise which was the ground of 


your comfort and the rule of your conduct has been fulfilled. 

~ And oh, my friends, how sweet will all these conversations and 
narratives and interviews be. There will be no jealousies, no per- 
sonal animosities, no mistakes and misunderstandings, no slander 
in any form whatever, all will be perfect friendship, perfect free 
dom, perfect love, perfect confidence. 

And friends and fellow mortals—even those of you, who know 
not God nor obey the gospel of his Son—is it with you no object 
of desire to belong to this vast association of holy and happy be- 
ings? We this day in Ged’s name invite and encourage you to be 
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one with thiscompany. Take the Lord God of Israel to be your 
God and your guide now, and his people will be henceforth your 
people, and their inheritance both for time and eternity will be 
your inheritance. 

We close.—From the subject let us all be admonished to cher- 
ish the social affections under the influence of christian principles. 


Let us consider one another, to provoke to love and good works.— © 


And in this way heaven will be begun on earth. 

bite and devour one another? Why should we cherish envies and 
jealousies? Why should we not be tender-hearted, and forgiving, 
and open, and candid, and faithful with one another. We hope to 
live in heaven together—and heaven is a place where christian 
fellowship is: perfect,—and we are to be prepared for the perfect 


society of heaven, by cultivating to all its extent the communion 
of the saints on earth. ANiCUS. 


Why should we 


UNITARIANISM. 
Extract fom Dr. Miller’s Letters on Unitarianism, 
(Continued from page 667.) 


Testimony of the early Fathers on this subject. 
Curist1aN BRETHREN, 


Tue word of God, as the Orthodox believe, is the only certaiy 
test of divine truth; the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Of course, that which is not found in Scripture, however extensive- 
ly and unamimously it may have been received hy those who bore 
the Christian name, must be rejected, as forming.no part of that 
precious system which God has revealed to man for his salvation. 
But when we think we-find a doctrine plainly, frequeatly, and sol- 
emnly taught in the Bible, it certainly does, and in the estimation 
of all reasonable men, it ought to corroborate the fact, that the 
doctrine is really found there, and is, consequently, of God, when: 
we find the true Church, in all ages, maintaining and cleaving to 
it, nay contending for it, with zeal, as a fundamental part of divine 
truth. Ineed not tell the pious that there is a consolation as well 
as a duty, in walking in the footsteps of the flock. 

Now, if Iam not greatly deceived, nothing is more easy than to 
show, that the doctrines of a Trinity of Persons in the adorable 
Godhead, and the Divinity of Jesus Christ, have always been held 
us doctrines of the Gospel by the true church of Christ, and been 

regarded and contended for as fundamental; that in the purest 
ages and portions of the church, they have been maintained with 
most care, and preached with most zeal; and that those who re- 
jected them have been always branded as heretics, and, as such. 
east out of the-church, and even denied the name of Christian. If 
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all this can be made out, asI have no doubt it can, to the satisfac. 
tion of every impartial mind, will it not go far towards demonstra. 
ting, that the views of the Orthodox on this subject are correct, 
and that the doctrines which they cherish, are indeed the truth of 
God? . 

In attempting to give a sketch of that portion of the testimony 
‘in favour of our doctrines which may be called historical, I might 
begin with the Primitive Chureh, and examine the evidence found 
on this subject in the Sacred records. But this would be to enter 
into so large a field, that [ must at present decline it, as leadi 
me beyond the limits which 1 have prescribed for these Letters, 
This is a branch of the testimony which, if entered upon at all, 
must be pursued into considerable detail. But this has been done 
by so many hands, and with so much ability, that I refer you to 
their labours; and shall feel myseif warranted in taking for grant- 
ed that the doctrines for which | contend are plainly and undoubt- 
edly taught in Scripture. When I find the Scriptures declaring, 
in the most express and unequivocal manner, that God was manifest 
in the fish; that,Jesus Christ is the Lord from heaven; that He is 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, which was, and which is, and 
which is to come, the Almighty; that the Jews crucified the Lord of 
glory; that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God; that all things were made by him, and 
for him, and that without himewas not any thing made that was made; 
that as He made all things, 30 He upholds all things by the word of 
his power, and..s over all God blessed forever:--When I find Him 
ealled the brightness of the Father's glory, and the express Image of 
his Person—Jehovah our righteousness—Immanuel, which is, being 
interpreted, God with us—the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace:—When I find him asserting concerning himself; 
that which plainly implies Divinity—such as that wherever his 
people are assembled, in all parts of the world, there He is in the 
midst of them—that He has power to forgive sins—and that he search- 
eth the hearts, and trieth the reins of the chil:iren of men:—When | 
hear him say—I and my Father are one—efore Abraham was, I 
am:—-When | find it solemnly enjoined that we honour the Son even 
as we honour the Father; accompanied with the declaration, that he 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father:—When I find it 
said, with peculiar emphasis, that He has all power in heaven and on 
carth—that his throne is forever and ever—that He had glory with 
the Father before the worid was—that we must all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ—that He bore our sins in his own body on 
the tree—that his blood cleanseth from all sin—that He is the propr- 
tiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the 
whole world—that He has made peace by the blood of his cross,—and 
that He saves his people from their sins:—-When | read the form of 
Baptism, which the Saviour hunself prescribed, and find the Son 
and the Holy Ghost put on a par with the Father both as to per- 
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sonality and Divine character:—When I read the apostolical Ben- 
ediction, and find the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ placed before 
the love of God the Father, as if on purpose to show that the for- 
mer was not inferior, either in nature or dignity to the latter:— 
When I find good men represented in the sacred history as praying 
to Christ, and commending their departing spirits to him:—When I 
find divine perfections, divine works, and divine worship every 
where ascribed to Him:—When | read these passages, and many 
others of a similar character, I am compelled to believe that the 
true and proper Divinity of the Son, as equal with the Father, is 
taught in Scripture. T'o suppose language and representations of 
this kind to be applied to a mere man, or to any creature, howev- 
er exalted, is, in my view, of all incredible things, one the most in- 
credible. In short, to suppose that men who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost—men who constantly had it as one of 
their grand objects, to guard their fellow men against idolatry, 
should speak thus concerning any mere created being, would be to 
suppose them speaking with an utter disregard of al} that is cor- 
rect in language, of all that is sober in thought, and of all that is 
reverential to the majesty of heaven. The Bible, if this he sup- 
posed, instead of speaking the words of truth and soberness, must 
exhibit (with the deepest reverence 1 would write it) the most 
wonderful compound of empty bombast, and of cabbalistical jar- 
gon, that ever was uttered. It cannot be. The eternal Son, 
' therefore, is Jehovah, of the same’ substance or essence, with the 
Father, equal in power and glery. 

It is no valid objection to this conclusion, that Christ is spoken 
of, in other parts of Scripture, as a man, and that he is represent- 
ed as speaking in the language, and acting the part of a man. 
This is precisely what we say, that He is God and man, having 
two natures united in one Person forever. This we hold to have 
been absolutely necessary in order to his being qualified to bea 
Mediater between God and man, and, as such, to lay his hands up- 
on both. Had He not been man, He could not have been made 
subject, as our Surety, to the law which we had broken; nor have 
obeyed and suffered as our representative; and had he not- been 
God, his obedience and sufferings could not have had that infinite 
value which was indispensable to their efficacy for justifying and 
saving the unnumbered millions of his people. And I will add, 
had not his Person been constituted in this wonderful manner, why 
should the inspired writers appear to labour as they do, fér ade- 
quate expressions to set forth the transcendant mystery and glory 
of his appearance in the flesh? 

This, | said, is not only the doctrine of the Bible, but it has al- 
so been the doctrine of the true Church of Christ, from the apos- 
tles to the present day. ‘To an attempt to establish this position, I 
would now, my Christian Brethren, request your candid attention. 

The early Christian writers are usually called, by way of dis- 
Vor. I. 91 
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tinction, the Fathers. They were men, of course, of different de. 
grees ofi talent and attainment; placed in different situations; of 
different ways of thinking and feeling, on a great variety of sub- 
jects; and, consequently, in very different degrees entitled to the 
confidence of those who come after them. But | think it may be. 
said, without fear of contradiction, that they att concur in bear- 
ing testimony to the truth of the position which I am now engaged 
in supporting. The following extracts from a few of them (for. 
to give the whole, would be to write several volumes, instead of a 
small manual.) will be sufficient for my purpose.* 

Barnabas, sometimes called the Apostle, who was probably 
born before the crucifixion of the Saviour, and whe wrote soon af- 
ter the destruction of Jerusalem, by Titus, is a very decisive wit- 
ness in favour of the Divinity of Christ. In the 5th section of his 
Catholic Epistle, he says, “The Lord was content to suffer for our 
souls, although he be rue Lornp oF THE WHOLE EARTH; to whom 
God said, before the beginning of the world, Let us make man af- 
ter our owngimage and likeness.” Again, in the 7th section, he 
says, “If therefore the Son of God, who is Lorp or att, and shall 
come tO JUDGE BOTH THE QUICK AND THE DEAD, hath suffered, that 
by his stripes we might live, let us believe that the Son of God 
could not have suffered but for us.” Surely he who is Lorp or 
THE WHOLE EARTH—LORD OF aLL—and who will supGeE THE QuicE 
AND DEAD, can be no other than a Divine Person. 

Clemens Romanus was probably born before the middle, and 
wrote towards the close, of the first century. As is generally 
supposed, he was personally acquainted with most of the Apostles, 
and seems to have been the same person whom saint Puul speaks 
of as his fellow labourer. All the writings of this Father which 
have reached us, are comprised in a few pages. In these, though 
he no where treats formally or professedly on the subject in hand, 
he incidentally expresses himself in the following manner:—“For 
Christ is theirs-who are humble, and who do not exalt themselves 
over his flock. The sceptre of the masesty or Gop, our Lore 
Jesus Curist, came not in the shew of pride and arrogance; 
though He could have done so; but with humility, as the Holy 
Ghost had before spoken concerning him.” And again—“Ged is 
good to all, especially to those who flee to his mercy through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, To WHOM Br GLORY AND MAJESTY FOREVER AND 
ever. Amen!” 


* With respect to a large part of the following extracts from the ear~ 
ly Fathers, the Author has drawn them himself from the original wri- 
ters, and will be responsible for the accuracy of the citations. With 
regard to the rest, not having the originals within convenient reach, he 
has taken them from Bishop Bull, Mr. Burgh, Dr. Jamieson, Mr. Simpson, 
and others, of established reputation. It has been his study, in every 
instance, in making, or adopting a translation, to give the strict, unvar: 
nished sense of the writer. 























1823.] London Jews? Society. "8% 


Polycarp, who flourished in the beginning of the secorfd century, 
and who suffered martyrdom under the emperor Marcus Antoninus, 
about A. D. 167, in a short Epistie to the Phillippians, the only 
writing of his which is now extant, writes thus. “Mercy and 
peace unto you, from God Almighty, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour, be multiplied—Every living creature shall worsni 
Curist. Now the'God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
he himself, who is our everlasting High Priest, the Sonof God, 
Jesus Christ, build you up in faith and truth, and in all meekness 
and gentleness, and grant unto you a lot and portion among his 
saints!—God is good to all, especially to those who flee to his mer- 
cy through our Lord Jesus Christ; to whom be glory and majesty 
forever and ever. Amen!” 

After the death of Polycarp, the church of Smyrna, of which he 
had been pastor, wrote a circular letter to other churches, in 
which they,gave an account of his sufferings. From this letter 
we learn, that, when he was at the stake, he addressed a prayer 
to God, which he concluded with this doxology—“For all things I 
praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee, together with the eternal 
and heavenly Jesus Christ, with whom unte thee, and the Holy 
Spirit, be glory both now and forever, world without end. Amen!” 
The same epistle informs us that, after his death, the Jews sug- 
gested to the heathen judge, that he should not suffer the Christians 
to take his body and bury it, lest they should leave the worship of 
their crucified Master, and begin to worship Polycarp. “Not con- 
sidering,” says the epistle—-“that we can never either forsake the 
the worship of Christ, who suffered for the salvation of those who 
are saved in the whole world, the just for the unjust, or worship 
any other. For we worsnir Him as being the Son or Gop; but 
the martyrs we only love, as they deserve, for their great affection 
for their King and Master, and as being disciples and followers of 
their Lord, whose partners and fellow disciples we desire to be.” 





LONDON JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


Journal of a Missionary Tour of Mr. Bergmann, a converted Jew, 
Srom Frankfort. 


(Concluded from page 672.) 


Two young respectable Jews, whe have studied the law, have 
lately been baptized as members of the Catholic church; because, 
as one of them ingenuously confessed, they must expect their pre- 
ferment ina Catholic country. His brother, who invited me into 
the house of his parents, lives and eats with them in perfect har- 
mony, as if no change had taken place. The father kindly invi- 
ted me to supper, and confidentially told me, that another son of 
his, and also his son-in-law, who lived in a protestant country, were 
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determined to become Evangelical Christians; and requested me, 
if I came to the place of their residence, to visit them. 

[remained in this place till the following day, the 25th at noon, 
that, if possible, 1 might have some conversation with my broth. 
er’s son, who isadyer. But his mother, aware no doubtof m 
desire, did not suffer him to leave her the whole day. I therefore 
set out for B. where | arrived in the evening. Having on the 26th, 
which was Whit-Sunday, attended Divine service, | called upon a 
cousin of mine, who is a respectable merchant. From him | heard 
a strange expression, which was novel tu me, 1am indeed, said 
he, a Christian, and as good a Christian as any in this town; but | 
never shall be baptized, that { may not be called a baptized Jew, 
because to this title is attached every thing that is base and con- 
temptible. When I would convince him, that the sacrament of 
holy baptism was an indispensable ordinance for all Christians, he 
replied, not indispensable; for Christ says, he that believeth not, 
shall be condemned; but he does not say, he that is not baptized, 
shall be condemned. [I advised him to speak on this subject with 
a worthy minister in the town, of whom he had told me, that he 
attended his sermons by preference; which he promised to do. \n 
the afternoon I visited the son and the son-in-law of the Jew, men- 
tioned under the 24th. They received me in a very affectionate 
manner; | had a long and satisfactory conversation with them, and 
left some tracts with them, under a cordial wish, that the Lord 
would strengthen them to every good work. 

On the 27th, after divine service, I called upon a near relative 
of mine, from whose enlightened sentiments | anticipated an in- 
teresting conversation. 1 was received in a remarkably polite 
manner, but was not a little surprised, when, after having caused 
those who were present to withdraw, he shut both the doors of the 
room. I asked the reason of that unexpected measure, and he re- 
plied, for your life you have nothing to fear; a Jew commits no 
murder; but | have done it, to compel you to hear without inter- 
ruption what I have to say. I hope, I said, you will also hear me. 
No, cried he, all you will or can say, I know full well. The step 
you have taken is a base roguery, for nothing but madness or hy- 
pocrisy cam induce a Jew to become a Christian, The English 
madness has, as you know, infected many persons in Germany; but 
we have also among us men of influence, who certainly will stop 
their progress. But, continued he more calmly, the way by which 
you may return, is open to you, as our arms are open to receive 

ou again as our dear cousin. ‘That is to say, said I, if J turned 
casi again. Certainly, was his answer; you may only go to Bres- 
lau or Amsterd: am,and , . . Now, replied I, my dear cousin, 
i wil] hear nothing more. To my Lord and Saviour I have prom- 
ised faithfulness unto death; and | hope to persevere. While ! 
said this he opened the doors again, and | withdrew.  [ little rel- 
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ished my dinner in the inn; and | do not know how many times I 
walked up and down the long avenue of the garden belonging to 
the castle. I could not compose my mind during the afternoon 
and evening; but when I went to rest, the Lord gave me sufficient 
strength and presence of mind, to recommend myself in prayer to 
him, and also fervently to intercede for my poor and endarkened 
cousin, that our Saviour by his Spirit would enlighten him, that his 
soul may be saved. 

The 28th and 29th of May, were days of blessing, in which I 
recovered from the grief of the foregoing day. During this week 
a fair is held in this place, which is frequented by numbers of Jews, 
I therefore had an opportunity to converse with many of them; 
the majority of whom showed much good-will and desire to be in- 
structed, and received with eagerness what I put into their hands 
to that effect. Many asked for New Testaments, and would 
readily have paid for them, if I had been provided with copies. 

On the 30th, | visited many Jews in their shops. who, for the 
greater part, received me kindly, and listened to my instruction.— 
In the evening many called on me, and one of them said, | have, 
my friend, read many of your tracts with interest, and | have no 
hesitation to say that if the Christians in our neighbourhood behav- 
ed to pious Jews in the same spirit as the members of your Socie- 
ties, large numbers of Jews would go over to the Christian church. 
But as yet little charity is shown us. On the contrary, the more 
we wish to join them, the harsher are we repulsed by them. When 
the Lord will be pleased to fulfil his promise, that there shall be 
only one flock and one shepherd, he must himself prepare the 
heart for such an union. 

On the 3ist,in the afternoon, I set out for B. I stoped on the 
road, in a small towa, where I found a distant female relative of 
mine, who lives there with her husband and seven children, in ve- 
ry comfortable circumstances. She spoke fora long time with me 
about her domestic happiness; but as | was desirous to inform her 
of my change of religion, | turned the conversation upon two of 
her sons, who can support themselves independently, and intima- 
ted to her, that for them it would be no difficult matter to embrace 
Christianity, and by an open profession, to rid themselves at once 
from Jewish misery; so as, added I, by the Lord’s mercy, I, in my 
sixtieth year, had been happy enough to devote myself to Jesus 
Christ. Oh, did she joyfully exclaim, grasping my hand, now you 
are doubly welcome to me; for now I may freely tell you the 
truth. One of these-two sons has no longer than six weks since, 
asked our permission to go over to the Reformed church in Hun- 
gary, and we have without delay granted it. We, indeed, bring 
up our children in the religion of our fathers. But whenever they 
have become of age, and wish to have something better, we cer- 
tainly will lay no obstacle in their way. 





— 


i 


yp 


hs 
o> eee 








726 Qn Obedience to Mothers. (May 
f 


From B. where I made a short stay, I returned to Frankfort, 
where | arrived on the 6th of June. Your’s &c. 


Joun Jacos Bercmann. 


The above is the journal of a man who has passed sixty years 
of his life in the profession of Judaism—a man of valuable talents, 
and who was for a long time a Jewish teacher, and well experi- 
enced in the writings and constitution of his people. The follow- 
ing account of his conversion to the Christian faith and baptism js 
given by himself, in a letter under date of Frankfort, Oct. 2nd, 
1820; and published in the thirteenth report of the London Socie. 
ty for promoting Christianity among the Jews. “In hope that you 
feel warmly interested in the salvation of one, who has for a long 
time gone astray, | now inform you that God’s mercy has brought 
me hither four months ago. Through his mysterious leadings | 
got acquainted with the Missionary of the London Society for pro- 
moting Christianity among the Jews, who resides here: and by his 
instruction, example, and power of conviction, I was led so near 
the fountain head of life and comfort, that I requested the Rev 
Mr. Stein to give me more explicit instruction in Christianity, with 
which he also complied with so much patience and cordiality, that 
in the last week, on September 22, 1 received the baptism, accord- 
ing to the Lutheran rite, in the church of the holy Three Kings, 
after having made my public profession of faith. At the same 
time a young Jewess, twenty-two years old, was also baptized, af- 
ter having made a very affecting profession of her faith, Now it 
is my most serious desire that the Lord will grant me his grace 
and strength, to do some good to my Jewish brethren according to 
the flesh.” 





From Nutt’s Sermons to Children, 
ON OBEDIENCE TO MOTHERS. 


“Tank not that there isno harm in disobeying your mother. 
God requires you to obey both your parents, to honour your moth- 
er as well as your father. When you disobey your mother, you 
are also disobeying and offending God, yeur Maker and Preserver. 
He shows how he regards this sin, when he says, “The eye that 
mocketh at his father, and scorneth to obey his mother, the ravens 
ef the valley shall piuck it-out, and the young eagles shall eat it.’ 

“There seems even a greater guilt in disobeying your mother 
than your father. Think of it. You are disobedient to her, who 
took the kindest care of your helpless infancy, who supplied all 
your wants, who nursed you in all your sicknesses, and who was 
thinking, as she took care of you, that if God preserved you, you 
would presently be her comfort and her helper. Do you think 
she will now bear it easily, that you show that you have no love 
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to her? Or that you only love her when she is doing something” 
to please you? Do you think she will bear it easily that you have 
no regard to God—that you show no prospect of a good life and a 
happy eternity? Oh can your kind and tender-hearted mother 
bear to see you getting ready so fast for an eternal lying down in 
misery?—Oh ] remember one companion of my childhood, who 
not only mocked at his erring father, but scorned to obey his kind 
and pious mother, and how, even while a child, he broke away 
once and again from the bosom of his family, and was once and 
again compelled to return to the roof of her whom he scorned and 
refused to obey, and how at Jast he turned a swearing, drunken 
vagabond, and died not full twenty years old, away from home— 
away, I fear, from Christ. I would not feel the anguish that mo- 
ther’s heart has felt for worlds. 

“If your mother be a widow, hear me yet another word. God 
pities both you and your mother.—He regards the fatherless and 
widow, and you may wait, and ought to wait wth your mother up- 
on the loving kindness of God. He is now your Father, and her 
Husband. ‘lake care, lest by your unkindness and disobedience 
you displease Him, who has promised to care for her and you. 
‘Take care that you do not so displease him that he shall presently 
leave you to follow your own ruinous way, while he still shows in 
his holy habitation that he is the God of the widow. And if your 
mind ever wings itself away when you are alone, to that cold and 
silent grave where your father’s body lies mguldering and mixing 
with the earth—think if he were with you, how his heart would 
suffer, and how his voice would chide you, should he see you trou- 
blesome and scornful to your mother. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 


* Bishop of Gloucester—The circumstance of so dignified a per- 
Sonage as the bishop of Gloucester paying a visit to our Sunday 
school, kindly addressing the teachers and children, accompanying 


them on foot from their school room to the church, and preaching- 


a sermon for them, has done much good to the cause of Sunday 
schools in our neighbourhood. We have had many encouraging 
circumstances among our dear children. Some of them, upon 
leaving the school and the town to go to service, have observed, 
they could willingly leave all but their teachers and the schook 
One girl being reproved by her teacher for staying away the pre- 
ceding Sunday, said she had no shoes good enough to come in; 
another in the class said, “Well, if I had no shoes to my feet, I 
would not stay away;” at the same time the shoes she had on were 
pot worth two-pence: her teacher immediately gave her a new 
pair. We have hada very pleasing circumstance in a youth of 
about sixteen years ef age, who joined our school about eighteen 
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months since only knowing his letters, but who has made such ppo- 
gress in learning as to make one of the reading class at our Jast 
public examination. What is more satisfactory, he is become the 
priest of his family, where he conducts family worship with his 
mother, brothers and sisters, and the neighbours of two acjoining 
houses on the hill situate on the side of the Forest of Dean, where 
he lives. His mother, a widow, lately observed to our minister, 
“He, dear boy, is more than a husband to me.” How would your 
heart be elated, could you witness the evening sacrifice of prayer 
and praise from this little group of foresters. 

The Obedient Girl_—One of our teachers was lately obliged to 
reprove a little girl for disobedience. He told her that “wicked 
children must never hope to go to heaven, and that if she contin- 
ued to disobey her teacher, and sin against God, she never would 
go to that happy place.” The child appeared much impressed 
with these thoughts, and during the remainder of the morning was 
attentive and obedient. When the other children were dismissed 
from the school, it was observed that the child still kept her place, 
and when told to go home, she sobbed so violently that the teacher 
was induced to ask her the reason. “O Sir,” she said, “I want you 
to go with me, and tell my father that naughty people never go to 
heaven; for he swears so, I’m sure he’ll never go there.” The 
child was encouraged to go home, and to tell her father what the 
teacher had said toher. She did so—and we have the happiness 
of knowing that the .reproof of this dear child has been the means 
of checking the bad habit, and leading him to supplicate the mer- 
cy of that gracious Being, to whom, before this, he was not only 
a stranger, but an enemy. 

The duty of Prayer—A teacher lately examining his class on 
the duty of prayer, one of his boys said, “Before he became a 
scholar he used to neglect that important duty; but, since he had 
attended the school, he regularly said his prayers.”—Ch. Herald. 


BURMAN EMPIRE.—Amenican Baptist Mission. 


To plant the Gospel in this vast empire, inhabited by a brave, 
active, irascible, impatient, warlike race, supposed to the number 
of seventeen millions, is an object worthy of Christian enterprise. 
‘The despotic and capricious character of the Burman governors, 
their former treatment of the missionaries, the death of Mr. 
Wheelock, Mr. Coleman, and Mrs. Price, and the ill health of Mrs. 
Judson, have been occasions of mourning, if not of discourage- 
ment, tothe friends and supporters of the American Baptist mis- 
sion in Burmah. But the Lord seems to have given the mission- 
aries favour at the “golden feet,” or imperial presence, and our 
hopes are revived. In the person of Dr. Price, whe arrived at 
Rangoon, December’ 13th, 1821, the board appear to have availed 
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themselves of the advice of the Serampore brethren, commu- 
nicated about six years ago; and his medical skill, which they 
deemed so important, has turned to good account. 

While Mr. Judson was engaged in translating the Scriptures in- 
to the language of the country, and labouring to call the deluded 
people from their idolatries, and feeding with the bread of life the 
little church which has been gathered from among the natives,— 
the fame of Dr. Price, in curing various diseases, reached the roy- 
al ear, and he was summoned to the court of Ava! whence Messrs. 
Judson and Coleman had, not long before, been repulsed. 

“My hopes (says Mr. Judson, July 20th, 1622,) of finishing the 
New Testament, without interruption, are all blasted by the arri- 
val of an order from the king, summoning brother Price to Ava, 
on account of his medical skill. I must ef course accompany him, 
and endeavour to take advantage of the circumstance to gain 
some footing in the capital and palace. But it is most repugnant 
to my feelings to leave my present pursuits and prospects in Ran- 

oon.” 

. On the 2ist of August he writes:—“Early this morning, 1 admin- 
istered baptism to May Mee, (an old woman—a disciple of Moun 

Shewa-gnonp,) the eighteenth Burman convert.” ‘T'wo more still 
remain, the one deterred by fear of government, and the other by 
fear of her husband. “Add to these a desirable number of hope- 
ful inquirers; and I feel that I am. leaving, at least for a time, one 
of the most interesting fields of labour, that ever was opened to a 
missionary. But the path of duty seems to lead to Ava, and it is 
infinitely easy for God to open there a more interestiag field.”— 
The mission at Rangoon will be left under the care of Mr. Hough. 

Dr. Price remarks:—‘Free toleration through the fayour of 
government, is an end so desirable in this country, that we feel 
the importance of the present opportunity, as an opening of Prov- 
idence, to obtain this end, and we prepare with much satisfaction 
to obey the summons.” Dr. Price seems to have borne the afflic- 
tive dispensation which removed from him, on the 2d of May, his 
bosom companion, with the greatest resignation. “Her patience 
and gentleness, (says Mr. J.) her kindness, and above all, her spir- 
it of fervent piety, we had learned highly to appreciate; but nev- 
er so highly as when bent over her dying bed.” “The topic on 
which she most frequently spoke, was the support she obtained 
from trusting in Jesus, under the sharp pain she endured, and in 
prospect of the great change before her.” Dr. P. committed his 
infant daughter to the care of Mrs, Lawson and Mrs, Pearce, of 
the English Baptist mission at Calcutta, who will “take care of her 
with all the tenderness which Christian duty and sympathy excite.” 

The death of Mr. Coleman, which we have before noticed, took 
place on the 4th of July, 1822, after an illness of intermittent fe- 
ver of only six days. “His sufferings were very extreme, until 


towards the close, when it pleased God to lessen their severity 
Vor. I 92 
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Although unable to.speak, yet he seemed entirely delivered from 
pain, and breathed his last without a groan orstruggle.” “He did 
not (continues Mrs. Coleman, in a letter to his mother) put off the 
concerns of eternity until confined to a sick bed. No: while blest 
with health, and in the full possession of his rational powers, he 
made it his business to prepare for a dying hour.” Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord—they rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them. Mrs. C. will share largely in the. prayers 
and sympathies of her American Christian friends.—Ch. Herald, 


From Ava, under date of Oct. 1, 1822, Dr. Price thus writes to 
the corresponding secretary :—“It has pleased the Great Ruler of 
the skies, to bring us into the immediate presence of the king of 
Burmah”—“and to be informed that I must make his capital my 
place of residence.” “Our reception was very gratifying. We 
were obliged to submit to no ceremony. As soon as the king was 
informed of our arrival, a royal order was issued for our immedi- 
ate introduction. As we entered, with the impatience of a despot- 
ic prince, he called to,.know which was the doctor. We were tak- 
en into an open court, and seated on a bamboo fleor, about ten feet 
from the chair of the monarch. “They are from the western con- 
tinent,’ was the first remark—after which our great man delivered 
his account of us. We were then interrogated, as to my skill in 
curing eyes, cutting out wens, setting broken arms and legs,—be- 
sides many other things to which my skill did not extend. Our 
medicines were then called for, and all my stock inspected. The 
surgical cases were much admired. After looking at mine, the 
king sent for his own; one case of. which being unlike mine, he im- 
mediately gave into my hands to use. “This I considered as equiv- 
alent to fixing me here for life. After my galvanic pile had 
amused the king and his courties for an hour, we were dismissed, 
with an order to look out a place we liked, and he would build a 
house for us. An order was also given to look up all the diseased 
people, and have my decision upon them. 

“The king is a man of small stature, very straight—steps with 
a natural air of superiority, but has not the least appearance of it 
ip conversation. On the contrary, he is always pleasant and good 
humored, so far as I have yet seen. He wears a red finely striped 
silk cloth from his waist to his knees, and a blue and white hand- 
kerchief on his head. He has apparently the good of his people, 
as well as the glory of his kingdom, at heart; and is encouraging 
foreign merchants and especially artizans, to settle in his capital.. 
A watchmaker, at this moment, could obtain any favour he should 
please to ask. ‘The same might be vouched for a chairmaker or 
cabinetmaker, &c. as the king has wisdom enough to prefer for- 
eign manufactures when he sees their superiority to his own, Qn 
the subject of religion, he appears, like his people, devoted to his 
idols. But he has never yet persecuted for religion’s sake! Q 
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that he might yet be brought to know and love the supreme God! 
SEVENTEEN MILLIONS OF PEOFLE, MAD ON THEIR IDOLS, DEMAND 
THE ACTIVE SYMPATHY OF A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE.” 


A PLEA FOR MISSIONS. 


SHouLp any one attempt to exonerate himself from the support 
of missionaries, or to depreciate the importance of their object, by 
asserting that savages are more blest in theirnative forest, and de- 
rive more exquisite happiness from the bow and chase than they 
could enjoy in the refined walks of cultivation; let him visit their 
nightly orgies, and’ see them dancing in concert to the shrieks of 
a fellow being expiring at the stake; and say, is this a happiness 
to be envied? Passing by a long catalogue of crimes too degrad- 
ing to be recited, and too shocking for ordinary sensibility to con- 
template, let us visit India, the garden of the world—the land 
where nature has painted her richest scenery and dispensed her 
blessings with a liberal hand, and what do we find indicative of 
rational happiness? We want not the aid of fancy’s glowing col- 
ours to paint a mourning scene, and harrow up your feelings with 
an exhibition of fictious woe. Go to the banks of the Ganges-and 
count the hecatombs of human victims that daily choke its streams, 
View the countless skeletons that lie unburied on the shores, and 
whiten m the sun, tainting the spicy gale with stench and pesti- 
lence. See on the funeral pileta widowed mother self devoted to 
the flames, dooming her hapless offspring to double orphanage—to 
beggary and death! There behold, crushed by an idol’s pondrous 
car, the mutilated body of a youth—the last solace of declining 
age, who wiped the falling tear from a father’s sightless eyes, and 
smoothed the passage from his last repose. Tlear the distracting 
shrieks of yonder babe, clinging to the bosom of its expiring mo- 
ther, whom vultures make their prey ere her vitais cease to pal- 
pitate with life. View this, ye who yet cherish in your hearts 
the generous feelings of humanity, and while your blood recoils at 
the soul chilling horrors of the scene, let your liberality swell that 
stream of charity which alone can wash away its stains 

Ye ardent youths, who trim the midnight lamp, and toil for end- 
less fame, be it your ambition to rekindle upon classic ground, the 
long extinguished torch of science. Emulate the Apostolic zeal of 
Fisk, who is now replanting the standard of the cross in the land 
of Solomon. Of his lamented colleague, who in the spirit of Eli- 
jah, took his upward flight from the hill of Calvary. 

Sons of enlightened freedom, pour into the bosom of degraded 
Africa the oil and wine to cicatrize the wounds avarice has made 
by the accursed instrument of slavery. Friends of humanity, let 
pity for the heathen world, bleeding under the pressure of crimes 
and miseries, which set description at defiance, meve you to a‘' 
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the arm of mercy which is now extended to rescue millions of oyy 
race from a cruel and untimely fate, and from the unutterable hor. 
rors of a second death! Ye highly favoured parents, whose eyes 
fill with the tenderness of bliss while duteous children sport around 
you in all the innocence of infantine simplicity; we plead for pa- 
rents, who, by idolatry’s infuriating zeal, forget the ties that bind 
them to their offspring, tear from the breast the lisping infant, and 
cast it to the monsters of the deep. 

Ye fair daughters of Columbia, to whom philanthropy cannot 
appeal in vain, compassiouate your sisters in the land of darkness, 
who are doomed to the drudgery of servitude, or made the degra. 
ded ministers of pleasure to unfeeling tyrants. Rescue them from 
their degradation, restore them to the dignity of their sex, and 
read the record of your benevolence in the retribytions of eterni- 
ty. Evangelical and Literary Magazine. 


-_—- 


HORRORS OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Extracts from Queries proposed by Viscount Castlereagh, to, and an- 
swers of, the African Institution in London, December, 1816, 


Queries 19, 20. 

Has it not been found, that the trade is conducted with peculiar 
inhumanity and waste of life, by these illicit traders? 

State the instances that have latterly occurred to illustrate the 
fact. 

ANSWERS 19, 20, 

Undoubtedly. The Slave ships are now crowded to excess, and 
the mortality is dreadful. The following are some of the instan- 
ces which have come to our knowledge :— 

1. The Venus Havannera, under Spanish colours, of the burden 
of about 180 tons, carried off from the river Bonny, 530 Slaves, 
When captured on her passage to the Havannah, and carried into 
Tortola, the mortality was found to have amounted to 120. 

2. La Manella, a ship of the burden of 272 tons, sailed under 
the Spanish flag, and took on board in the river Bonny, 642 Slaves. 
The deaths on the passage to the West Indies, previous to her 
capture, amounted to 140, 

3. The Gertrudes, a ship sailing under the Spanish flag, took on 
board upwards of 600 Slaves. This ship was taken while yet on 
the African coast, and brought to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 
Hut notwithstanding the short time that had elapsed since the 
Slaves were taken on board, such was the dreadful state of crowd- 
ing, that about 200 died before the ship was brought in, or within 
a short time after her arrival; many, even of those who survived, 
were so much debilitated by their sufferings, as never to be likely 
to enjoy sound health. 

4, Nueva Constitucion, a vessel under the Spanish flag, of only 
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30 tons burden, had on board 81 Slaves; but having been brought 
in, within a few days after the Slaves had been taken on board, the 
bad effects which must have followed such a state of crowding on 
a very long passage, were prevented. 

5. The Maria Primeira, a ship under Portuguese colours, took 
on board upwards of 500 Slaves. This number was reduced to 
403, in consequence of extreme crowding, before she was brought 
into Sierra Leone; and nearly 100 more died soon after, in conse- 
quence of the diseases contracted on board. 

6. Portuguese brig, San Antonio, of 120 tons, took on board 600 
Slaves. When captured, although sMe had only sailed 80 leagues, 
30 Slaves had already died; and many more were found in a dying 
state, and died soon after. The capturing officer took 150 of the 
Slaves on board his own ship, to prevent the almést universal mor- 
tality he apprehended. When he first went on board the Slave 
ship, he found a dead body, in a state of absolute putridity, lying 
among the sick. 

7. The Spanish ship Carlos, under 200 tons burden, took on 
board 512 Negroes, in addition to a crew consisting of 84. About 
80 Slaves had died previous to her capture, and the rest were in a 
most deplorable state. Many more instances might be added; 
but these may be’ considered as exhibiting the ordinary rate of 
mortality on board the ships engaged in the illicit Slave ‘T'rade. 


The number of Slaves imported from the Ist of January, 1817, 
to the Ist of January, 1818, into Rio de Janeiro, in 42 ships, was 
16,033. A much larger number, viz. 20,075 had been embarked, 
but 2042 had died in the Middle passage, One vessel, the Protec- 
tor, had-taken on board 807 slaves at Mozambique, of whom 339 
died during the voyage. 

On the 9th of May, 1818, Mr. Chamberlain writes, that the 
Slave trade had now increased beyond all former example; twen- 
ty-five vessels having arrived since the beginning of the year, none 
bringing less, and many of them more, than 400 of these unhappy 
beings, which made the importation at least ten thousand during 
the preceding four months. 

The number of Slaves imported into Rio de Janeiro, from Jan- 
uary 1, to December 31, 1818, was 19,802. The number embark- 
ed had been 22,231, in fifty-three ships, of whom 2429 had died 
on the passage. One vessel, the Perola de Norta, from Mozam- 
bique, lost 161 out of 421; another,*the Uniao Feliz, from Mozam- 
bique, lost 229 out of 659; a third, the St. Jose Diligente, from 
Kilimane, lost 238 out of 464. 

The ship, the Rodeur, Captain B 





, of two hundred tons 


burden, left Havre, on the 24th of January, 1819, for the coast of 
Africa, and reached its destination the 14th of March, following, 
anchoring at Bonny, in the river Calabar. The crew, consisting 
of twenty-two men, enjoyed good health during the outward voy- 
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age, and during their stay at Bonny, where they remained till the 
6th of April, Fifteen days after they had set sail on the returp 
voyage, they remarked, that the Negroes, who, to the number of 
one hundred and sixty, were crowded together (entasses) in the 
hold and between decks, had contracted a considerable redness of 
the eyes, which spread with singular rapidity. No great attep- 
tion was at first paid to these symptoms, which were thought to be 
caused only by the want of air in the hold, and by the scarcity of 
water, which had already begun to be felt. At this time they were 
limited to eight ounces of water a day, which quantity was after- 
wards reduced to the half of a wine glass. By the advice of M. 
Maignan, the surgeon of the ship, the Negroes, who had hitherto 
remained shut up in the hold, were brought upon deck in succes- 
sion, in order that they might breathe a purerair. But it became 
necessary to abandon this expedient, salutary as it was, because 
that many of those Negroes, affected with Vostalgia, (meaning the 
passionate desire to revisit their native land) threw themselves in- 
to the sea, locked in each other’s arms. 

The captain caused several of the Negroes, who were prevent- 
ed in the attempt to throw themselves overboard, to be shot and 
hung, in the hope that so terrible a spectacle might deter the oth- 
ers from a similar conduct. But even this severity proved una- 
vailing, and the Slaves were again confined entirely to the hold. 

The disease which had spread itself so rapidly and frightfully 
among the Africans, soon began to infect all on board, and to cre- 
ate alarms for the crew. 

The sufferings of the people, and the number of the blind, aug- 
mented every day; so that the crew, previously alarmed by the 
apprehension of a revolt among the Negroes, were seized with 
the farther dread of not being able to make the West Indies, if 
the only sailor who had hitherto escaped the contagion, and on 
whom their whole hope rested, should become blind like the rest. 
This calamity had befallen the Leon, a Spanish vessel, which the 
Rodeur met with, on her passage, and the whole of whose crew 
having become blind, were under the necessity of altogether 
abandoning the direction of their ship. They entreated the char- 
itable interference of the Rodeur: but the seamen of this vessel 
could not either quit her to go on board the Leon, an account of 
the cargo of Negroes, nor receive the crew of the Leon on board 
the Rodeur, in which there was scarcely room for themselves. 
The difficulty of taking care of so large a number of sick, in so 
confined a space, and the total want of fresh meat and of medi- 
cines, made them envy the fate of those who were about to be- 
come the victims of a death which seemed to them inevitable, and 
the consternation was general. 

The Leon has not,been heard of since, and doubtless was Jost. 

The Rodeur reached Guadaloupe on the 21st of June 1819, her 
crey being in a most deplorable condition. Of the Negroes, thir- 
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ty-nine had become perfectly blind, twelve had lost an eye, and 
fourteen were affected with blemishes more or less considerable, 
Of the crew, twelve lost their sight entirely, among whom was 
the surgeon; five became blind of one eye, one of them being the 
captain; and four were partially injured. Of the captain, it is ad- 
ded,* that “he did not cease in the midst of the greatest danger, 


to lavish his attentions on the Negroes and the sailors, with a zeal 


and devotednesss which exceed all praise.”!! 

Such is the account of the voyage of the Rodeur, as given by 
M. Guillie. But in this account, one of the most horrid circum- 
stances connected with the transaction is wholly omitted, probably 
because it illustrated no medical principle; namely, the fact, that 
the Slaves who are stated to have become blind were thrown into 
the sea and drowned. 

In the month of September, 1820, the Sieur Lemoine, master 
and owner of the schooner l’Espior, or the Bamboche, left the 
Mauritius, under English colours, shaping his course towards the 
coasts of Madagascar and of the Mozambique. He fell in with a 
Portuguese vessel laden with Negroes and gold dust. An eager- 
ness and thirst of gain seized upon his soul: he run along-side of 
the Portuguese vessel, and immediately killed the mate by a mus- 
ket shot: having boarded her, he soon obtained possession of the 
vessel thus attacked; and his first questions were addressed to a 
Portuguese Colonel, aged 50, of whom he inquired where the mo- 
ney and gold dust were deposited. After’this short interrogatory, 
Lemoine purposely stepped aside, and a man named Reineur, who 
was behind him, with a pistol blew out the unfortunate Colonel’s 
brains. But these crimes were not enough to satisfy their savage 
inhumanity, The master of the captured vessel, alarmed by the 
rapid succession of these massacres, threw himself overboard, in 
order to escape a more immediate death. Vain hope! the fury of 
Lemoine and his accomplices were not yet allayed. They pursu- 
ed him in a boat, and, having soon overtaken him, they cut him on 
the head with a sabre. ‘The unfortunate man, feeling himself 
wounded, caught hold, in order to support himself, of the boat in 
which his murderers were, who, profiting by the last effort of de- 
spair, had the dastard cruelty to run a sword into his throat, the 
point of which came out at the side of their victim: the body dis- 
appeared, and they returned on board fatigued, but not satisfied 
with murders! They shut up in the hold the remaining Portu- 
guese sailors, and after having taken off the rich cargo, they scut- 
tled the ship, and sunk her with the crew they had thus shut up. 
Such is the Slave-trader. 


A female slave having refused food, being asked by the Inter- 
preter what she wanted, replied, “nothing but to die.” —Extract 
from 6th Report of the Amer. Col. Society. 


*F reach Joutnat, 
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FROM THE SOUTHERN ENTELLIGENCER.- 
INDIAN LETTER. 


Extract of a letter from Boudinot the Cherokee, dated Brainerd, Che. 
rokee Nation, December 28, 1822. 


Tue eagerness of the Cherokees for knowledge and for schools, 
is astonishing» The ears of large numbers are open to receive di. 
vine instruction, and many are willing to imbibe the dictates of the 
Bible, and to receive Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of the world, 

When we came to Taloney, where a local school is established 
under the care of the American Board of Foreign Missions, the 
neighbouring people heard of our arrival; some of them came in 
the evening with their torches. We had religious exercises, | 
said a few words to them, reminded them of their privileges, com- 
pared to the rest of their brethren; the necessity of their loving 
the missionary who had settled among them, if they should ever 
receive good from the many instructions which were offered them. 
I told them, that al] true Christians loved them, and all the Chero- 
kees, for which reason they had sent so many good missionaries— 
that the motives of this people were not money and land, as many 
have said, but to do good. When I had finished what I had to say, 
they in return expressed much satisfaction in having the opportuni- 
ty of conversing with one of their countrymen, on the subject of 
religion. They professéd their love to the missionary, who was 
seeking their good, and would try to listen to his advice and in- 
structions. Though they were slow to learn, yet they hoped they 
were willing to Jearn, and would, by the blessing of God their Sa- 
viour, endeavour to serve him—they had served the evil one from 
their early days—that their sins were very great. They howev- 
er hoped God would forgive them, and they in future live more 

odly. 

‘ Such was the substance of our conversation. I was surprised at 
the freedom and humility in which they expressed themselves, 
They were all candidates for baptism.—Concerning their religious 
experience, they did not speak with confidence. Surely God was 
in that place, doing wonders among the sons of men. But this is 
not the case with all the Cherokees.—Though want of instruction 
is almost universal, yet ignorance still triumphs. Only here and 
there a glimmering light appears, just sufficient to make the sur- 
rounding darkness more doleful. I speak only in respect to their 
spiritualtoncerns. In civil, they have made great improvements. 

The concerns of the nation in a political point of view are as 
favourable as at any time. At the last National Assembly two ve- 
ry good laws were passed—one to prohibit gambling; the other 
was a law to prevent any liquor being brought by any mqans with- 
in three miles of any nationa! Council, or district courtg, 
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Give my respects to all my friends. I need not particularize 


them. May mercy and peace attend you and them, both now and 
forever. 


Yours affectionately, 


ELIAS BOUDINOT. 





FROM THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY REGISTER. 
UNION MISSION. 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Union, Osage Nation, Oct. 1, 1822. 
To the Honourable J. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War. 


Sin—In compliance with the instructions of the Executive of 
thé United States, I proceed to report the progress of this Mission 
since the 30th October, 1821. 

The number of adult persons in this establishment is at present 
sixteen, viz. the superintendent and wife, who have five children, 
the Rev. Epaphras Chapman and wife, Mr. Abraham Redfield and 
wife, Mr. Stephen Fuller and wife, Mr. Alexander Woodruff and 
wife, Mr. William C. Requa, Dr. Marcus Palmer, Mr. George Re- 
qua, Mr. John M. Spalding, Miss Clarissa Johnson, and Miss Eliza 
Cleaver. Rev. Mr. Chapman and Mr. William C. Requa are en- 
gaged in the study of the Osage language; Mr. Spalding teaches 
the school, and has the principal care of the boys; Mr. Redfield 
is at the head of the building department; Mr. Fuller is our prin- 
cipal farmer; Mr. Woodruff is our blacksmith. and Dr. Palmer 
our physician. Mr. George Requa, as also Miss Cleaver, have 
been laid asside most of the past year, by want of health. Miss 
Johnson is designated to take charge of the girls, and as soon as 
circumstances render it necessary to open a school for girls; fe- 
male teachers will be employed. 

The whole number of our family, exclusive of hired men, is 
thirty. The average number of hired men, during the past year, 
has been ten; at present we have twelve, besides the interpreter. 
These are employed in erecting buildings, preparing fields. and in 
other mechanical and agricultural business. Besides the two in- 


valid members already mentioned, two hired men have been laid 


aside by sickness for more than two months. One of them is at 
this time dangerously ill. 





The country in which this Mission is located is unquestionably 
healthy. Still the intermittent has prevailed among the Indians, 
to whem our physician has rendered essential service. This fami- 
sy have been highly favoured the past year in point of health. 
Besides the different branches of business conducted by the 
93 
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members of the family, we have employed.a man for 2 short term, 
at the trade of making tin ware. This has been done not only to 
Save expense, but also to gain the skill of manufacturing these ar. 
ticles ourselves, as we may need them. In addition to our present 
number, another farmer and mason, with their wives, are expect- 
ed next season. Other mechanics are also wanted (not only for 
our support, but to render this Mission serviceable-to the Indians) in 
all branches of business. 

Since the 30th of October, 1821, we have completed a joiner’s 
shop, then commenced, dug and covered, at considerable labour, a 
large cellar for our present use, built two dwelling houses, each 16 
by 16, an Indian house 15 by 30, a lodging house for scholars, with 
two rooms, each 18 by 18, enlarged the blacksmith’s shop, and put 
up two large corn cribs. We have enclosed thirty-four acres of 
land, which, together with what we had before brought into a state 
of improvement, makes sixty acres. 

In the course of the year we have met with a great disappoint. 
ment, in the entire loss of our Mission boat, occasioned by a sudden 
rise inthe river. Being obliged to obtain most of our timber from 
the other side of the river, we had depended on this boat for its 
transportation. 

Considerable preparation has been made for erecting mills.— 
About one third of the year past has been employed, by Mr. Red- 
field, in sawing and hewing the timber. but we have not been able 
to complete this work for the want of a suitable mill-wright, The 
man who came out with us, with the expectation of building water- 
mills, after we had searched in vain for a mill-seat, advised us te 
look for another mill-wright, who is skilled in building the ox-mill, 
the only kind which we shall be able to erect near this establish- 
ment. Accordingly we requested our’agents, in the state of Ohio, 
to send us a suitable person. After nine months had elapsed, we 
received an answer that none could be obtained. On the advice 
of General Atkinson, who passed here from Council-Bluffs, we im- 
mediately sent to the state of Missouriy and have just now obtain- 
ed a millwright, and other carpenters. The large permanent 
buildings, which we contemplated and commenced the last year, 
we were obliged to relinquish, until our mills might be put in op- 
ration, because we could’not cbtain sawyers. ‘Ihe want of suita- 
ble help, together with a deficiency in good tools, has proved 2 
great impediment to our business. 

Since our last report, we have made considerable addition to our 
stock, having purchased ninety-five head of cattle, which makes 
our present number, deducting what we have killed, one hundred 
and fifty-seven. Considerable money has been vested in stock, be- 
cause this constitutes, in this country, a permanent fund of the 
most productive kind. A large stock will be found to be indisper- 
gable for the support of the Mission. 

In the months of May and June last, we received four Osage boys, 
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all nearly the age of fourteen years. These have made rapid 
progress in writing and reading. They spell in words of two sy} 
lables, and are beginning to speak a little English. The oldest 
is the first son of Tally, the second chief, and inherits his father’s 
place in the nation. Another belongs to the family of one of the 
chiefs. ‘The whole number of Indian children is seven, all of 
whom live at our table, and are clothed from our store-house. The 
three children whom we reported last year are young, yet the 
have learned to speak the English language with ease. The old- 
est, who reads in words of two sylable, retains bis native tongue, 
and though only eight years old, occasionally serves as an inter- 
preter. The prejudices of this people, like those of most Indians, 
are much against the idea of Jabouring. They indentify labour 
with slavery; yet we are encouraged te hope that these prejudices 
will soon wear away, from the fact that these children are not on- 
ly contented, but are rapidly forming habits off industry. 

In the course of a year and a half’s war among this people, we 
have fully realized all the evils represented in our former report. 
And it is to the benevolent exertions of government, under Proyvi- 
dence, that we ascribe the restoration of peace, at the important 
crisis which the state of things had formed. With the restoration 
of peace, our prospect of success has become much greater, and 
there is every encouragement to proceed in our preparations for a 
large school. 

The disbursements of this Mission, during the past year, amount 
to six thousand seven hundred dollars. Of this sum, one thousand 
has been expended for freight; one thousand five hundred for stock, 
including catile and horses; the rest for labour on the farm and 
buildings, for supplies, and contingent expenses. - 

Our expenses for the ensuing year, will probably equal, if not 
exceed, those of the past; nor ean it be expected that they will be 
diminished, until we can furnish our own meat and flour. The 
coming year-will be particularly expensive to the Mission, on ac- 
count of the erection of mills; the cost of which cannot be esti 
mated at less than two thousand dollars, in addition to what we 
have already expended. The commencement.of a Missionary es- 
tablishment, in this part of the Osage Nation, must necessarily be 
attended with great expense, on account of our distance from mar- 
ket. Perhaps there is no part of the United States, where the 
price of provision, stock, and Jabour is higher, than in the interigr 
of the Western country. 

The sum of seven hundred,dollars, received from Government, 
in 1820, has, we believe, been faithfully applied; and though we 
have not been able as yet, to collect a large schocl, yet we would 
submit the question to the Rresident, whether our disbursements 


will not render it suitable for this Mission, to receive, at this time, . 


further aid from the appropriation of Congress, for the good of the 
Indians. 


re a 
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In the statement submitted to the President, concerning the 
worth of this establishment, it will be seen, that a great proportion 
of the property consists in clothing, furnished for the use of the 
family and school. It ought also to be observed, that we have es- 
timated the whole according to its supposed value in this country. 

On the whole, sir, there is much to encourage the efforts which 
the government and christian public are making for the benefit of 
the Osages. . 

They are becoming more sensible of the friendly designs of 
their great father, the president, and more disposed to be influenced 
by his wishes. 

Their confidence is secured. They believe that it is our design 
to do them good. By the blessing of Him who rules the earth in 
righteousness, and who has required us to send his gospel to every 
nation, we hope this wandering tribe will soon be brought to taste 
the comforts, and enjoy the privileges which religion and civilizs 
tion afford. > 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very humble and 
is obedient servant, 
te Ws. F. Vaitt, Sup. U. M 


GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 
JOURNAL FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1822. 


Lord’s Day, Sept. 1.—Brother Montgomery preached im: the 
morning, and brother Dodge in the afternoon. Held- communion 
this day: a séason, we trust, precious to our souls. 

Monday, Sept. 2.—Brothers Requa and Redfield left us to trans- 
act their business on the Missouri.” Brother Bright is severely at- 
tacked with the ague. The Indian council has closed, and the sev- 
eral hundred Indians who attended; have all returned to their vil- 


lages. 
Arrival of chiefs and warriors from the Arkarsaw. 


Tuesday, Sept. 3.—Clamore and Tally, the two principal chiefs 
of the Osages of the Arkansaw, have arrived at the Factory, with 
eighty or a hundred of their warriors. The object of their jour- 
ney is to receive their annuity from government. They visited us 
to-day, and we found them, apparently, a noble setof men. They 
are not altogether pleased with their late treaty with the Chero- 
kees. We conversed with them onthe subject of the Missionary 
School at Union. They told us that they had yet given but few 
of their children to the school, but should soon give many. They 
spoke well of the Missionaries, and seemed much pleased to have 
a mission family in their tribe. 
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Removal of Whitehair and his people. 


Thursday, Sept. 5.—The most of Whitehair’s people have gone 
on their fall hunt. It is understood that they intend not to return 
to their late residence, but to establish themselves sixty or seventy 
miles from this station. Whitehair, Big Soldier, Wa-na-push-she, 
and a number of their warriors, are preparing for a visit to the 
Shawnees and Delawares, for the purpose of forming a treaty of 
peace. 

Saturday, Sept.'7—Clamore and his party, having received their 
annuities, set out this morning on their return to the Arkansaw. 
Major Graham, Indian agent, has also returned to St. Louis. Broth- 
er Bright continues quite sick; and brother Dodge’s youngest child 
was seized yesterday with convulsion fits, and is still very ill. 


Arrival of General Gaines and General Atkinson. 


Lord’s Day, Sept. 8.—General Gaines and General Atkinson ar- 
rived at the Factory last evening, and attended worship with us 
this morning. General Gaines is on a tour to inspect all the mili- 
tary posts in the Indian country. This is the third missionary 


station he has visited within a short time. He has been at Dwight 


and Union. He speaks very respectfully of those establishments, 
and appears to take quite an interest in the cause of Indian mis- 
sions. 

Monday, Sept. 9.—Three of our red children are taken away by 
their ungrateful mothers, and we fear, not to retura. Two of our 
largest girls are among the number. ‘They had made great pro- 


ficiency in learning to read and write. There was no uneasiness - 


manifested in relation to the treatment they had received in our 
family. The mothers were going away, and wished their daugh- 
ters to accompany them. 

Tuesday, Sept. 10.—Brother Bixley and sister Comstock arrived 
from the Missouri, and brought with them a package of letters and 
papers. Brother Pixley has not been able to procure funds, and 
has thus failed in the principal object of his journey. In conse- 
quence of this failure, some member of the family will be obliged 
to proceed to St, Louis. 


Departure of Mr. Dodge, and sickness of Mr. Pizley. 


Monday, Sept. 16.—Brother Dodge set out this morning for St 
Louis, on business for the mission. Soon after his departure, broth- 
er Pixley was taken down with the fever. How strikingly mani- 
fest is the goodness and mercy of our God! More than usual 
health was given to this brother to endure a journey fraught with 
more than common fatigue and peril, and sickness not permitted to 
come upon him, until in a situation to be comfortably provided: for 
This has been constantly to be noticed in the faithful care of our 
heavenly Father. 


Wednesday, Sept. 18.—-We have been obliged to dig our crop of 
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potatoes thus early, in consequence of their beginning to sprout 
anew inthe hill. They have yielded indifferently.” Either we 
have not yet obtained the best mode of cultivating them here, or 
they will not do as well in this as in a more northerly climate. A 
heavy shower arose this evening, wnich was rendered truly grand 
and sublime by the continued and dreadful roar of thunder. 

Friday, Sept. 20.—Brothers Requa and Redfield returned from 
the Missouri in good health. They concur with brother Pixley in 
the representation, that a good work of the Lord is begun in the 
settlements along the Missouri. Through the ignorance of the 
people, much noise and confusion are mingled with their worship, 
A zealous Missionary, not so attentive to the manner as to the 
matter, plain, simple, and fervent in his addresses, might be the 
instrument of much good, im itinerating from Franklin to Fort Os- 
age. 

Saturday, Sept. 21.—Received this day a packet of letters, 
among which was one, dated the 19th of July, from the domestic 
secretary of the board. We are highly gratified with such fa- 
vours, and ought to be thankful that Providence has provided for 
us such a medium of communication. 

Sabbath, Sept. 22.—-Brother Pixley is so far recovered from his 
sickness, as to be able to preach this morning. Surely missiona- 
ries, as well as other christians, need the influences of the Spirit 
in order to spiritual life and animation. May the Lord revive us 
again, and give us something more than a name to live. Sister 
Austin is taken violently ill this evening. 

Tuesday, Sept. 24.—Brother Rodtield, with three hired men, set 
out yesterday morning for the Arkansaw, leaving brother Requa 
here. This day two of the men, engaged by brother Requa, arri- 
ved from the Missouri, one of whom will remain here sometime to 
give the finishing stroke to our grist-mill. The stone work of the 
dam is this day completed, and we hope some of the wheels will 
soon be in motion. We have begun to plough a part of our corn 
field for wheat, having cut up and stacked the corn for the pur- 
pose. 

Wednesday, Sept. 25.—Brother George Requa arrived here from 
Union, on a journey principally for his health. Sister Austin yet 

ontinues quite low. 


Sickness of the family. 


Vonday, Sept, 30.—Several new cases of indisposition have oc- 
curred within afew days. Four of our hired men are on the sick 
list; and seven of the family, besides a number of the children, are 
now labouring under the influence of the intermittent. Sister Aus- 
tin 1g, we hope, convalescent. 


Marriage of Miss Comstock. 
Tuesday, Oct. 1.—The expected transJation of another of our 
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sisters to become a member of the Union Mission, has this day ta- 
ken place, in the marriage of sister Comstock to brother William 
C. Requa. The ceremony was performed by brother Pixley, in 
the absence of the superintendent. The table, spread on this oc- 
casion, might forcibly bring to our minds the faithless declaration 
of the Israelites: “Can the Lord spread a table for us in the wil- 
derness ?” 
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Arrival and indisposition of Colonel Wool. 


Thursday, Oct. 3.—Wa-na-push-she took away his son to-day on 
a visit. He promises to return him in thirty days. Colonel Wool, 
Inspector Genera: of the United States’ army, arrived from Coun- 
cil Bluffs, on his way to Fort Smith on the Arkansaw. He is ill 
with the fever, and intends to continue with us several days. 

Friday, Oct. 4.—Sister Austin is fast recovering, and brothers 
Newton and Bright are again able to repair to the fields. Thus, 
although for a little moment we were chastened, yet it is but a lit- 
tle, and in mercy. In sickness, nothing worse than the intermittent 
has yet befallen us. 

Sabbath, Oct. 6.—Brother Pixley preached both parts of the 
day, in consequence of the indisposition of brother Montgomery, 
We maintain the form of godliness, hoping, looking, and waiting, 
for a greater exhibition of its power. 

Monday, Oct.7.—This evening attended the concert of prayer. 
Have this goodness of God to record: that all of the family, who 
have been sick, are in a convalescent state. Our situation, when 
sick, is so much better than it was at, this time last year, that we 
cannot but thank God, and take courage. 

Tuesday. Oct. 8.—Another Indian boy, after using much entreaty 
with his poor blind mother to gain her consent, has entered the 
school. He.appears much delighted with the change, in putting off 
his tattered undressed fawn skin for decent clothing, like the other 
boys. 


Arrival of supplies. 


Saturday, Oct. 12.—A waggon from the Missouri has brought us 
gome corn meal, and about twenty bushels of seed wheat, that 
which we brought with us, having in a great measure lost its ger- 
minating power. The boy, who came tous on Tuesday, remained 
in school but a short time. In consequence of the crying and oth- 
er efforts of his mother to draw him away, he again took his mise- 
rable clothing, and left us. 

Monday, Oct. 14.—Colonel Wool, having remained with us until 
now, and being still out of health, and desirous to proceed to St. 
Louis, it was thought best that brother Sprague should accompany 
him to that place. They accordingly commenced their journey 
this morning. 

Thursday, Oct, 17.—Brother Rodge returned yesterday from S¢ 
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Louis in good health, after a fatiguing, but prosperous journey, 
And to day brother Newton started for the Missouri, to purchase 
beef cattle, pork, &c. for the winter. Held a pleasant and anjma- 
ting conference this evening. 


Departure of Mr. Pixley and others for Union. 


Friday, Oct. 18.—Brother William C. Requa and his wife, togeth- 
er with brothers Pixley and George Requa, set out for Union— 
Brother Pixley has two objects in view in taking this journey: to 
attend a meeting of the clergy of the three missionary families, 
(Dwight, Union, and Harmony,) and to ascertain what prospects 
there are for studying the language among the Osages of the Ar. 
kansaw, Our friends have a tedious journey before them. May 
the Lord go with them and bless them. 


Various notices. 


Monday, Oct. 21.—Our mills are nearly finished; but, in conse. 
quence of the unusual dryness of the season, we have not water 
sufficient to put them in operation. This circumstance, it is pre- 
sumed, will not often occur in this stream. 

Friday, Oct. 25-—About twenty acres of our corn field have 
been ploughed and sowed with wheat and rye, principally the for- 
mer. Held our usual weekly conference last evening, and a spe- 
cial conference to-day, preparatory to the administration of the 
Lord’s supper. 

Tuesday, Oct. 29.—The general health of the family is much 
improved, Sister Austin isso far recovered as to be able to meet 
the family at table. 

Thursday, Oct. 31.—Brother Newton arrived from the Missouri, 
having purchased twenty-two head of cattle, and two horses. The 
cattle cost, on an average about ten dollars and a half a head. 


EXPLORING TOUR. 


JOURNAL OF THE REV. S. GIDDINGS. 


(Continued from page 700.) 
Human Sacrifices. 


On great oecasions, such as when they go to war, and when they 
return, they sacrifice a dog, and have a dance. On’ these occa- 
sions they formerly sacrificed a prisoner, taken in war. The vic- 
tim was kept a month in the medicine lodge, then burned on a 
scaffold erected fer the purpose, and the sacrifice frequently offer- 
ed to the morning Star. But, through the benevolent exertions of 
the late Manual Lisa, a trader among them, they have abandoned 
{he practice of human sacrifice. It is about three years since the 
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last victim was sacrificed among the Pawnee Lups. They have 
since attempted to continue the practice; but the Chief inter- 
fered, and prevented it, by rescuing and sending away the intend- 
ed victims. 


High Priest. 


There is always one who officiates as high priest. He practt- 
ces the most rigid abstinence, and never eats only as he is urged 
so to do, and fed by the other medicine men. He pretends to a 
kind of inspiration or witchcraft, and his directions are obeyed. 
The time of his office and abstinence is only during their resi- 
dence at their village, which is rarely longer than six weeks at a 
time. When they go on their hunting excursions, these ceremo- 
nies are omitted; and when they return, another commences his 
fast, and takes the office of chief director. There are many 
among the Indians who pretend to hold converse with departed 
spirits, see ghosts, hear them sing and whistle, and see departed 
friends in a good country. They even pretend to have power to 
take away life by enchantment and witchcraft. 


Belief in a future state. 


They all believe in future rewards and punishments; but their 
heaven is sensual. They believe the soul after death travels, and 
if the than was good, according to their ideas of goodness, he tray- 
els a smooth, plain road, where there is no gravel or briars, and 
arrives at a good land, abounding with game. They believe, also, 
that the soul of the bad man travels a rough, thorny, gravelly, 
road, toa country unhealthy, abounding with venomous beasts and 
poisonous serpents, and where there is no game. 


Views of moral goodness. 


They differ much in their ideas of goodness. One of their 
chiefs told me he did not know what constituted a good man; that 
their wise men did not agree; and that he was not satisfied in his 
own mind. But the general idea is, that he who is brave, and who 
provides for his family and friends, although he steal and murder 
to effect it,is a good man. Giving the name of enemies to those 
they wish to rob, justifies them in every act, even of the most 
enermous kind. They are generally friends or enemies, as they 
view it for their interest. For instance, if to-day you give them 
presents, they are your friends; but if they think they can pro- 
cure more, and discover any prospect of escaping with impunity, 
they will to-morrow plunder and murder you. Hence, fhe weak- 
er nations are, in a measure, tributary to the more powerful, as they 
purchase peace by presents. Their war parties are what are cal- 
led banditti among the Arabs, Stealing of horses and women is 
the cause of most of their wars. It is seldom the case that a 
- nation ig engaged in war. Their chiefs, and most of their 
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warriors, have a war’sack, which contains generally the skin of a 
bird which has.a green plumage, or some other object which they 
imagine has some secret virtue. When they open this, they swear 
they will take vengeance on their enemies, and never return till 
they have shed blood. If they do not find their enemies, they will 
sometimes kill the first persoh they meet, if it be even their best 
friend. Some traders have been killed in this way, but of late 
years they are becoming less scrupulous in regarding such vows, 
and so far as relates to the nations whiclrI visited, there would be 
no.danger from this source. 


Vindictive temper of the women. 


The females possess a much more vindictive temper than the 
males. They often set on foot a war dance with a view of excit- 
ing the men to war, by reproaching them with cowardice, swing- 
ing an old petticoat in their faces, and telling them to wear it, and 
let them take the war club and tomahawk. More particularly is 
this the case when any of their friends have been killed by war 
parties. 


National visits. 


It is customary for one nation to visit another when friendly, and 
dance for presents, which are always conferred on visiters, and 
frequently to a great amount. But the visiters, soon after their 
return, are sure to be visited, and to give presents in their turn; 
and where they apprehend there is a want of liberality, war often 
follows. In these visits, the different tribes mingle together in 
the most friendly manner, and appear like one tribe; but there is, 
generally, more or less theft committed. As a specimen of their 
integrity and gratitude, | mention an occurrence which took place 
last spring. ‘The Pawnee Nation visited the Mahaw tribe, and re- 
ceived many presents. Soon after the Mahaws, in their turn, vis- 
ited the Pawnees, and were hospitably entertained, and rewarded 
with presents. After they set out on their return, and had 
proceeded ten miles, several young men returned, and, in the 
night, stole five horses, and made the best of the way to their vil- 
lage. The Chief of that tribe sent word to the Chief of the Paw- 
nees, by my company, that his young men had stolen five horses 
without his knowledge, and that he might have them by sending 
for them. This measure prevented a war. Such acts are not un- 
common. No one tribe puts any contideuce in the promises of an- 
other, and rarely will one Indian trust another farther than he cam 
see him. 


They appeared to have much respect for the American people ; 


they view them as a superior race of beings, and consider it for 


their interest to live in peace and friendship. They have the im-. 


pression, that the Americans are brave and terrible in war. 
The men appear mild and peaceful in their deportment toward 
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each other, and quarrels seldom happen; but among the women — 


‘there is daily contention, and often the severest fighting. 

Neither the men nor women of the Pawnee nation, are so fond 
of jewels in their ears and noses, as other Indians; and I scarcely 
baw one, whose ear or nose was slit. It is more common among 
me: Mahaw and Otto Nations; but by no means universal among 
them. 

They are very filthy in their persons and habits. The stench 


of an Indian village is almost insupportable; and they have no re- 
gard to cleanliness about their habitations. 


Practice and consequences of Polygamy. 


Polygamy is common, and indeed almost universal, and is attend- 
ed with ali tiie evils with which it is connected in other countries, 
where it is practised. Their wealth consists principally of their 
woinen and horses. Some have no less than six or eight wives. The 
Chief of the Mahaws, about six years since, had sixteen living at 
the same time. They remark, that if they have many horses, 
they can pack in large quantities of meat; and if several wives, 
they raise a large quantity of corn, They always purchase their 
wives, and the Chiefs and principal men take great pains to marry 
into powerful and wealthy families, that they may thereby increase 
athein influence. 

When a man marries the eldest daughter of a family, the re- 
mainiig daughters, when they become marriageable, are consider- 
ed «s nis, if he will purchase them, He always has the prefer- 
ence, though he ts not under obligation to take them, nor is there 
any Compuision in case of refusal on the part of the women. 


Krtent, and causes of their Ignorance, 


These Indians appear to have less information, and some would 
say less intellect, than any I have before seen. Certain it is, that they 
are far behind those on the Mississippi, and those adjoining the 
Lakes, in knowledge, and in the arts and customs of civilized life. 
The cause is obvious. ‘They are further removed from the abode 
of civilization. ‘They have had far less intercourse with white 
people, and the few with whom they have been associated have 
been of a class not calculated to communicate to them any useful 
knowledge. Iam confident, the same opportunities of gaining in- 
formation would show, that these nations are equal to their neigh- 
bours in point of intellect. They appeared conscious of their ig- 
norance, on matters of morality and religion, and rather averse te 
say any thing about them. 


Mode of curing Diseases. 


As Physicians, they are very singular. In some instances they 
draw blood by cupping. In almost all cases of sickness they use what 
they call magic. I wasa witness, in several instances, of their skill 





Seo _—-4 


~~ 








748 Journal of the Rev. 8. Giddings. [May, 


The medicine men, and sometimes others, converse with the sick, 
and ascertain the part affected. They then put their mouth to 
the part, and blow upon it, making strange gestures. They also 
make strange noises; imitating with their voice and gestures wild 
beasts, and particularly the white bear, which they suppose has 
great efficacy in healing. They rarely use herbs or medicines of 
any kind. 


Desertion and exposure of the aged. 


They generally expose the old and infirm, when unable to fol- 
low in their hunting expeditions, on some island, or leave them be- 
hind, that they may perish, and that the friends may thus be re- 
lieved of the trouble of supporting them. I saw an old man, pro- 
bably more than ninety years of age, who made his escape from 
an island in the Platt, and came to the garrison, where he has been 
supported, for about eight months, by the officers and soldiers. 
The characteristics which I have mentioned, apply to all the In- 
dians on the Missouri, with only this difference, that as you ascend 
the Missouri, and proceed to the west, the nearer to a state of na- 
ture they approach, the more savage they appear. 


Account of the Otto and Missouri Tribe. 


The Otto and Missouri nations are united, and form but one na- 
tion at present. Their number is about eighteen hundred. They 
live in several small villages on the south side of the River Platt, 
distant about twenty-five miles from the fort. I saw several of 
that nation, and had some conversation with them on the subject of 
Missions and schools, to which they appeared friendly; but I saw 
none of their Chiefs. Three Chiefs, and about half the warriours 
of the nation came into the garrison, while I was absent on my 
tour to the other tribes, They told the agent, Major O’Fallon, 
that they would be in again on the last week in June; but I have 
since learned, that on their return to the village, they were so 
destitute of provisions that they were obliged to go out on a hunt- 
ing expedition immediately, to prevent their families from starv- 
ing; and that they would not return to their village until fall. 
My interpreter, who is well acquainted with them, said he was 
confident that they would be as favourably disposed towards the 
object as any of the other tribes, and probably much more so, as 
they understood much better the advantages resulting from civ- 
ilization. The traders who were acquainted with them, confirmed 
this opinion. 

Major O’Failon kindly offered to propose the objects of the 
Society to them, on their arrival at the fort, and to communicate 
the result to me. I concluded, therefore, that it would be of little 
benefit to the Society for me to tarry till fall of the year; and as 
it would be attended with considerable expense, I thought it ex- 
pedient to return as soow as possible to St. Louis, 
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Circumstances favourable to a Missionary estabhishment. 


Very few of the Indians appeared in any degree opposed to 
such an establishment as the one contemplated by the Society. 
All allowed that it would be a very fine thing, if it could be effect- 
ed. They acknowledge, that it would be very good to learn to 
read, and write, make cloth, and knives, Wc. if it were practicable. 
It is so far beyond what they ever saw an Indian perform, that 
they considered it utterly impossible. You will see, from their 
speeches, that they are fatalists, and deem themselves incapable 
of improvement. This idea prevails, with few exceptions. Most 
of them, however, appeared willing to make the experiment. | 
am persuaded that many children might be obtained for a school 
establishment, in what the Indians would consider a safe place. 
There are about twenty children at the two trading houses, who 
are half breeds. There are also about twelve or thirteen French- 
men, living with the Pawnees, who have Indian wives, several of 
whom have families, and are anxious that a school should be es- 
tablished, that their children might be taught. Most of the tra- 
ders of note told me that they were satisfied there would be no 
difficulty in obtaining children for the school, Several families of 
the Otto tribe came and encamped near the trading houses, last 
week, begging for subsistence. They would gladly have given 
their children to be educated in a Mission family. Even the Sieux 
nation sent one child this Spring to St. Louis, to be educated; and 
a Chief sent one of his’to a trading house, for the same purpose. 


MISSION AMONG THE CHOCTAWS. 
ELLIOT. 


The Boston Missionary Herald, for the month of April, contains 
an Abstract of the Journal of this Mission, from the 10th of Sep- 
tember to the Sth of February last. From this Abstract the fol- 
lowing passages are selected :-— 


Tue summer vacation having closed, the school commenced on 
the 10th of September. Ina circuit taken by Mr. Byington and 
Mr. Wood, during the preceding week, they saw nearly thirty pu- 
pils at their homes, most of whom had been sick since they left 
school; and the intermittent fever still prevailed. 

The journal paysa tribute to the memory of Mrs. Kingsbury, 
“who, in a sadden and unexpected manner, was called away from 
her labours, her cares, her husband, leaving these missions, and 
this people to mourn the loss of an unwearied and devoted labour- 
er in this vineyard of the Lord. 

Sept. 25, Within a few days there have been two large collec- 
tions of Choctaws, at two different places, to end the mourning for 
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deceased friends. At neither place was whiskey drank to excess, 
which has commonly been the case on such occasions. The head 
men are making an effort to repress the use of ardent spirits: a 
circumstance which affords us great encouragement to go forward 
in our labours. 

At the close of October, Mr. Byington visited that part of the 
nation where Mr. William’s school is situated. Being taken sud- 
denly ill, he was treated with great kindness by the inhabitants. 
He speaks of the happy visit, which he enjoyed “with Mr. Wil- 
liams, and those who havé recently experienced the grace of God 
in their own souls.” Several members of the mission family were 
much indisposed in October and the beginning of November; but, 
on the 18th of the latter month, the journal makes grateful men- 
tion of returning health. There had been much less sickness at 
Elliot than during any preceding summer, though»there,appears 
to have been more than usual among the Choctaws generally. 

The 5th of December was kept by the mission family as a day 
of thanksgiving and praise. 

About the 10th of December, Mr. Kingsbury arrived at Elliot 
to meet the agent of the United States, and confer with a dissatis- 
fied Chief, respecting the school. It isa subject of complaint with 
a part of the Choctaws, that boys are made to work when out of 
school, and punished for misconduct. With them, as with all un- 
tutored people, children grow up entirely free from restraint. It 
can hardly be expected that, in the early stages of improvement, 
all difficulty and embarrassment from this source should be avoid- 
ed. The Missionaries have held but one language on the subject. 
They have uniformly declared, that children committed to their 
care must be subject to their authority; must be docile and obe- 
dient in school, and trained to habits of industry when not engaged 
in study; that if they do not come on these terms, they cannot be 
received. To these terms the Chiefs have repeatedly assented. 
Yet, when the trial comes, and the children are impatient of re- 
straint, or refractory in their conduct, some of the parents justify 
them, and blame the Missionaries. 

Mr. Byington has long been desirous of acquiring the Choctaw 
janguage, so that he may be able fo’ preach to the natives without 
an interpreter. For this purpose he began, in December last, to 
reside, for a week at a time, in Choctaw villages, where no English 
is spoken. 

Lec. 23. He was much gratified with the kindness of the peo- 
ple, and their disposition to receive instruction. He went to a vil- 
lage about 16 miles distant, and staid most of the time at the house 
of the Chief. Within two miles of the house where he staid are 
about 20 families, and between 30 and 40 children, of a suitable 
age to attend school, who now have little to do, and are wasting 
their time in idleness or play, There are three looms in this vil- 
lage: one of them made by a Choctaw. The Indians raise corn; 
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cotton, sweet potatoes, beans, &c. The women were generally at 
work, picking cotton, spinning, sewing, or cooking, while the men 
do little else than talk, sit and smoke tobacco. The children ap- 
peared anxious to learn. 

Jan. 3, 1823. Mr. Byington was kindly received by the people 
whom he visited. They expressed much pleasure that he was 
learning their language; often saying to him, “When you know 
our language we can talk without an interpreter.” 

Jan. 7, Examined the boys’ school. Some of the neighbours at- 
tended. The scholars appeared well. There appeared to be a 
life and animation in the boys which was quite gratifying. They 
read and spelt, and translated from English into Choctaw, and 
from Choctaw into English. Two of them are drawing maps of 
the United States, and two have cyphered to the Double Rule ot 
Three. 

Mr. Byington resided a while at the house of the Chief who has 
been dissatisfied with the school. He was there entertained with 
great kindness. Among many other jhings, the Chief said, that 
“he was proud of the Missionaries, and would not say they were 
bad men.” He dictated several talks to Mr. Byington, which he 
wished him to write down, and carry home with him. He said 
that “when he was a boy it was customary for the oldest men in 
the nation to give long talks to the boys concerning the former 
wars of the Choctaws, Chickasaws, &c, and then to whip the boys 
severely to make them remember the talks.” 


BETHEL. 


The station to which the name of Bethe! is now given, has been 
called in some of our surveys the French Camps. It will hereaf- 
ter be designated as above. It issituated, as will be remembered, 
on the road leading through the Choctaw nation, from Tennessee to 
Natchez. 

On the 17th of November, 1822, s church was organized at this 
place; and four of those who had become hopefully pious during 
the past summer, publicly professed their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. On the 19th of January, five others were admitted into 
the church. Of the nine new members, eight are coloured peo- 
ple, three men and five women, the ninth is a white man. Hopes 
are entertained that one or two other blacks will soon be received 
into Christian fellowship; and that one other, who has left the 
world, has been admitted to the felicities of the church trium- 
phant. 

The case of one of the converts is described by Mr. Williams 
at some length. 

A black woman, who has a family, had been in considerable djs- 
tress of mind from the first of the awakening. This distress jp- 
creased daily, till, from fasting and other causes, she became 
alarmingly indisposed, and, to all human appearaace, in danger of 
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sp#edy death. One day, after being left alone, she was found 
speechless and motionless; and in this state she remained, with 
but jittle alteration, for about twenty-four hours. At times she 
groaned deeply; her pulse was faint, and her limbs had upon them 
a cold chill. In short, she appeared to be on the borders of eter- 
nity. At length, however, she revived in some measure, but for 
several hours afterwards continued speechless. She then smiled, 
and lifting up her hands and eyes towards heaven, exclaimed 
aloud, “The Lord has forgiven me. I thank God, he has forgiven 
me.” She immediately rose from her bed and walked, and ap- 
peared to be recovered from all bodily infirmity, except a degree 
of weakness. Her mouth was also opened to tell of the great 
change which had taken place in her views and feelings. She 
sent for her master, who has been rather opposed to the Gospel, 
and described, with much feeling, the state she had been in, and 
how se now felt. She called also for her fellow-servants, who 
came together to the number of 45 or 50, when she addressed 
them in such a manner, tha{ the most hardened were melted into 
tears. By her desire, and with the consent of her master, a mes- 
senger was sent a distance of four miles for their unworthy teach- 
er.. Though the day was past, and though my rest had been bro- 
ken for two nights preceding, | went. My interview with these 
poor negroes, and with their astonished master, was solemn and 
affecting beyond description. How changed the scene since the 
night before, which I had spent at her house! A heavenly smile 
now sat upon her countenance, 

She has always been considered a very ignorant woman, and 
was never before inclined to say much. But now she spoke free- 
ly, except when she appeared to be almost overwhelmed with a 
view of the glory of God, and of the greatness of His love. She 
said, “you are all strange tome. All things around me are new. 
I feel like I have just been born.” 

During the time she was in the helpless situation above describ- 
ed, Mr. W. had frequently observed tears bursting copiously from 
her eyes, when she made not the least noise or motion. In expla- 
nation of this, she represented her feelings to have been, at that 
time, those of keen distress, lest she should become the prey of 
the great adversary. In her figurative manner, she described 
herself as seeking for the gate of heaven, and crying to Jesus to 
let her in. 

‘“That’s what made me cry,” said she. “I *fraid Jesus not let 
me in. Then I think, Ill die at the gate; I won’t go back. Sol 
beg the Lord take me; let me in. | want to go where he is. Lord 
have mercy. I give up all to thee. Then Jesus come himself, 
and open the gate.” 

This evening, continues Mr. Williams, was a very pleasant one 
to me, and to all those present who loved the Lord’s appearing. 


\% 
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Ye sung and prayed repeatedly. In the morning we met agaip. 
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1 prayed with them, and then left them; though not till I had evi- 
dence of the happy effects of what we had seen and heard on the 
«minds of some who were present. 





The School.at this Station. 


As late as Feb. 8, Mr. Williams wrote to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary as follows :— 

‘The state and prospects of this school continue to be encourag- 
jng. The number of scholars is 24, besides our two children, mak- 

ing 26 in all. Only seven of this number are females. Eight of 
the scholars are full blooded ‘Choctaws. Eight board at their 
homes; nine are supported wholly at the expense of the Board, 
and the others chiefly by their parents. j 

The following testimony of Mr Williams is peculiarly gratify- 
*ing :— . 

The Christmas‘season was spent with much propriety by the 
blacks and some of our white neighbours. The former custom of 
riot and dancing was driven from the neighbourhood to ‘the dis- 
tance of 14 miles, where were a few dissulute white men. Not 
only on Christmas day were there reiigious exercises at our house, 
but at other times, also, during the holyday week, did the blacks 
meet for prayer. 





MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 
TALONEY. 


We have stated more than once that a spirit of inquiry on re- 
ligious subjects was evidently. gaining ground at this station. Sev- 
eral of the Cherokees, who reside in the neighbourhood of Mr. 
Hall, have, it is hoped, been made to feel the value of the Gospel, 
and to love its sacred truths. 

We shall lay before our readers some extracts from Mr. [all’s 
. journal, which have special reference to the work of divine grace, 

which he witnessed at Taloney. 

July 2}, 1822, Sabbath.— A respectable number of the natives 
attended divine service. Mr. Chamberlain, being present, preach- 
ed all day. In the afternoon, he addressed himself, through an in- 
terpreter, to those Cherokees who cannot uaderstand English, The 
meetings were continued more than four hours; and the people 
staid more than an hour longer, for further instruction. 

August 18, Sabbath.—Those, concerning whom we have a hope, 
remained two hours after our public service, desiwing more parti- 
cular instruction. Many questions were asked them, and in all 
their answers they discovered a humble dependence on the merits 
i of Christ, and of him alone for salvation. 

Sept. 22.—A brother of the Baptist denomination spent the day 
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with us. He appears much rejoiced to see the work of the Lord 
in this place. 

About the last of October they were visited by Mr Posey, late 
Baptist Missionary at the Valley Towns. He was much surprised 
and gratified by the change which had taken place at Taloney 
since his last visit there, about a year before. On the first of No- 
vember, an Indian was present at an evening meeting who had not 
been present before at that place. He appeared to be considera- 
bly anxious with respect to his spiritual welfare. “He knelt dur- 
ring prayer,” says Mr. Hall, “which I have known no adult na- 
tives do, at this place, till they have been brought to feel them- 
selves to be sinners.” On the 8th, the two brothers, M’Kee and 
Israel Folsom, arrived at Taloney from the Foreign Mission 
School. 

Nov. 10, Sabbath.—This has been a truly interesting day. Our 
little congregation was composed of people collected from six dif- 
ferent nations or tribes. At our evening meeting, more were pres- 
ent than could be accommodated with seats. 

Concerning the youths above named, Mr. Hall says:—“They 
haye left a very favourable impression on the minds of the people 
here, respecting Missionaries and their Jabours.” 

21.—Had occasion to’punish one of my scholars, the son of a 
widow, who | trust is’a pious woman. At noon he ran away. But 
as I was returning to the school after dinner, his uncle came with 
the truant. His uncle said it was his mother’s opinion that I did 
not punish the boy enough. She wished me to deal with him as 
though he were my own. What different vi2ws does the Gospel 
give those who receive it, even with respect to family govern- 
ment! A few months ago, this boy would have been pitied aad 
excused by his mother and friends, to his great injury; but now 
they apparently feel the force of the sacred injunction, “Chasten 
thy son while there is hope, and let not thy sow spare for his cry- 
ing.” 

O4. Sabbath.—Our meeting very well attended. Appointed in 
the evening a meeting for inquirers, at which our room was full. 
After singing and prayer, and a few remarks, leave was given for 
any to speak, who felt desirous to do so. Five Cherokees spoke 
in turn, in their own language, on the great subject of religion. 
The faces of some were bathed in tears while they were speak- 
ing. One who had been a most violent opposer said, “It is high 
time for us all to quit our bad ways. Our friend Hall has been 
here a. long time telling us how we ought to do. We have not 
minded him, We have seen him in distress, and have not pitied 
him. We have viewed him as our enemy. But now we all know 
him to be our best friend. Should I see him again in trouble, ! 
would give him a hundred dollars in a moment, if that would re- 
lieve him. We have many children. What will become of them 
if they go on as we have done? | cannot help weeping now, that £ 
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have listened to wicked white men, and have not attended to reli- 
gion before.” This man spoke 15 or 20 minutes in this strain; 
and his looks, gestures, and voice, indicated that he felt what he 
said, 

27.—It is now more than six months since we opened a weekly 
evening meeting, at our house on Wednesday; and another on 
Friday, at Mr. Sanders’, a mile hence. We have, also, had extra 
meetings, as circumstances seemed to require. Sometimes meet- 
ings have been held every evening in the week. No one stated | 
meeting has yet been neglected. i 

29.—The converts took up most of our time, while together, in 
conversing one with another in their own tongue. One of them, 
for the first time in public, led in prayer. A precious few here, 
who a short time since, were far off from God, have been made ff 
nigh by the blood of Christ. O what everlasting praise is due to 
Him, who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will! 

In acknowledging a letter from the Corresponding Secretary, 
Mr. Hall says: 

I have read it to the beleved converts, and they seemed pleased 
to learn that you, and the dear people of God at the north, think 
of them. ‘They wish me to tell you, that they believe they have 
too much happiness in religion to be willing to give it up for the 
foolish pleasures of the world; and that they never can be suf- 
ficiently thankful that a teacher has been sent to them. 

Mr. H. is very desirous that a church should be organized at 
Taloney without delay; and that those who give satisfactory evi- 
dence of piety “should be received and acknowledged as mem- 
bers of Christ’s visible chhurch, for which they are desirous, if 
thought worthy.” 








SANDWICH ISLAND MISSION. 


In the Missionary Herald, for the month of April, we find a 
joint letter from the American Missionaries, Messrs. Bingham, 
Thurston, Chamberlain, and Loomis, dated at Woahoo, (or, as it is 
now called, Oahu,) on the 9th of August, 1822; and a letter of 
the same date from the English Missionary Deputation; both ad- 
dressed to the secretary of the American Board of Missions. Ex- 
tracts from the former, and the whole of the latter, we now pre- 
sent to our readers. 





JOINT LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES. 


English Missionary Deputation. 


By another letter, sent by the ship Lady Blackwood, in the early 
part of May, you will probably learn the interesting fact, that, in 
the wise providence ef God, the English Missionary Deputation, 
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composed of the Rev. Mr. Tyerman and George. Bennet, Esq. ac- 
companied by the Rev. Mr. Ellis, Missionary at Huahine, and sev- 
eral natives of the South Sea isles, who have been taught the Chris- 
tian religion, have been directed to these favoured shores, and al- 
lowed to witness, with us, what God has here begun to do. 


Acknowledgment of Favours. 


We would’ not forbear to mention the receipt, by the ship Tar- 
tar, from China, of a precious letter from Mr. Oliphant, a respect- 
able American gentleman at Canton, breathing the spirit of the 
age, the spirit of expansive and operative benevolence, accompa- 
nied by a donation to the mission of goods and various articles of 
convenience, to the amount of about three hundred and eighty dol- 
lars. With many kind words of encouragement and consolation, 
he begs our acceptance of “this trifle,” with the assurance, that if 
it should’ diminish our privations and promote our comfort, and in 
any way aid us in bringing the interesting islanders to Christ, his 
ability and opportunity to bestow the favour will afford him un- 
speakable satisfaction. 

You will rejoice to learn, also, that, by the return of the ship 
L’Aigle, Capt. Starbuck, from London, we have lately received from 
the Rev. Mr. Burder, Secretary of the London Missionary, Socie- 
ty, a very friendly and comforting letter, together with the Gos- 
pels Matthew, Luke, and John, the History of the Apostles, and a 
volume of hymns, in the Tahitian tongue; a small vocabulary of 
the Malay language, in English and. Malay; a New-Zealand gram- 
mar and vocabulary; and several numbers of the late missionary 
publications, containing much interesting intelligence respecting 


the progress and prospects of Christian missions among the heath- 
en. 


Important increase of Christian Influence. 


While we have been thus waiting, we have, in the kind provi- 
dence of God, been called upon to rejoice and give thanks to him, 
for the seasonable and important aid rendered to the mission, by 
the assiduous labours of Mr. Ellis, for the last four months, both in 
investigating the language, and in preaching to the people; and 
- also for the efforts of Messrs. ‘T'yerman and Bennet to encourage 
our hearts, and to strengthen our hands, and to exert a salutary in- 
fluence in the mind of the king, and chiefs, and people, in favour 
of our great object. 

And we believe you will rejoice to learn that, at the request of 
this government, and with the most cordial approbation and con- 
sent of this mission, and by the express and official advice and ap- 
pointment of the Deputation, as agents for the London Missionary 
Society, brother Ellis will probably be stationed here, to use all 
his talents and influence 7in the promotion of the cause in which 
we are engaged; to aid us in acquiring a thorough knowledge of 
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the language, in translating the Scriptures, and in furnishing the 
nation with books and other means of improvement, much earlier 
than it could possibly be done without such assistance. una and 
his wife, two natives of Hauhine, well instructed, are also station- 
ed here as Christian teachers. 


Progress of the Mission. 


The nation, we are happy to say, is now ready to receive addi- 
tional teachers. During six months past, the desire for instruction 
seems to have increased with the means. We have been enabled 
to print, and put into their hands, 16 pages of a spelling book, con- 
taining, besides a copious list of words, several lessons in reading, 
which exhibit some of the leading doctrines of the Gospel. A 
considerable number of pupils are already thoroughly acquainted 
with these pages, and they are sought by others, so that we are 
obliged to distribute a considerable part of the edition, which 
amounted to 500 copies, before the remaining 16 pages can be 
finished. We have, during the last six months, been able to preach 
more frequently to chiefs, and to greater numbers of the people, 
by an interpreter, than has been usual in any former period. 
Lately Mr. Elis has preached three times a week, almost entirely 
in the dialect of this country; and our assiduous Hopoo appears to 
be useful in holding forth, in his own way, the precious words of 
life, to his dying countrymen. Most of us are able to tell them, 
with increasing freedom and perspicuity, in their own tongue, 
something of the wonderful works of God, and something of in- 
spired truth, which gives light and life to those who receive it: 
_ and last Sabbath, for the first time in a public assembly of the na- 
tives, Mr. Bingham was enabled to address the Throne of Grace 
in the vernacular tongue. 


LETTER FROM THE ENGLISH MISSIONARY DEPUTATION TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Beloved Brethren in Christ— 

You have, we presume, been informed, that the London Mission- 
ary Society have deputed two of their number to inquire into the 
state of their mission in the islands of the South Seas. We, 
whose names are subscribed to this letter, have the honour to form 
that, deputation. 

When we sailed from England in May, 1821, we had just re- 
ceived information, that the Sandwich Islands had engaged your 
benevolent regards, and that you had sent Missionaries to propa- 
gate the Gospel in that interesting portion of the heathen world. 
While this important information filled our hearts with joy, and 
excited, in our minds the most fervent prayers that success might 
attend your labours of love, we were encouraged to indulge the 
most extensive hopes, by hearing that idolatry had already fallen 
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in those islands, and that the Great Head of the Church had thus 
singularly prepared the way for his servants. 


Unexpected Visit to the Sandwich Islands. 


But though we felt the most lively interest in the success of 
your enterprise, we thea entertained no hopes, not even the most 
remote, of visiting the Sandwich Islands, as such a visit made no 
part of the duties connected with our deputation. A mysterious 
and unerring Providence has, however, conferred on us a pleasure 
as great as it was unexpected, and placed us in circumstances that 
render it our duty to make you a communication—which jwe are 
happy to do from the house of your missionaries, in the island of 
Oahu. 


Tribute of Respect and Affection. 


Before we proceed to the immediate objects of this letter, al- 
low us, dear brethren, to congratulate you, in your having been 
directed, by the Great Head of the Church, to so valuable a body 
of missionaries as those are whom you have sent to these islands. 
Their piety, their talents, their prudence, justify the confidence 
which you repose in them, and should cherish in your hearts the 
hope that their holy lives will put to silence the ignorance of fool- 
ish men, and tend powerfully to induce those who take knowledge 
of them to embrace that Gospel which they are anxious to make 
known: while their affectionate hospitality, and their kind and 
persevering endeavours to promote our comfort, confer upon usa 
debt of gratitude which we can never repay. They are indeed 
burning and shining lights in the midst of this crooked and per- - 
verse nation; and we are confident the time is not remote when 
many shall rejoice in their light. 

We had the pleasure of seeing all the brethren, and all the sis- 
ters excepting Mrs. Ruggles; and feel truly thankful to God that 
he has permitted us to form a friendship with his servants, in 
whom there is so much to admire, to esteem, and to love. 


NARATIVE OF THE STATE OF ‘RELIGION 
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW-YORK, APRIL, 1823. 


Tue free conversation on the state of religion in the Presby- 
tery of New-York at their present sessions, has occasioned little 
or no diminution of that “abundant thankfulness” which, on the 
last similar opportunity, they so peculiarly felt and expressed in 
their report to the General Assembly. They have, indeed, aug- 
mentéd evidence of the stupidity of sinners, of the imperfection 
of saints, and of the wide-spread prevalence of sin; still the Great 
Head of the Church, “cf whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named, appears to be, as we know he is, ever mindful of 
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his own cause,” “working salvation in the midst of the earth,” and 
manifesting his everlasting faithfulness and grace in their appro- 
priate fruits; his people recognize his agency, are edified in the 
faith, and “rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

The happy spirit of union and mutual confidence between the 
ministers and members of the churches under their jurisdiction, 
has, they think, been more and more consolidated. Their com- 
mon sentiment is, “let brotherly love continue;” their experience 
is, that it is both “good and pleasant” as the holy and consecrating 
oil of the Christian priesthood, and it is their “earnest expectation. 
and their hope in God, that this, cheir dwelling together in unity,” 
may be the presage of “greater things than these,” even “as the 
dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended on the mountains 
of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the. blessing, even life for 
evermore. 

The public®worship of Almighty God, has been generally well 
attended, both as it respects the numbers and solemnity of our as- 
semblies. The most signal exception to this statement is one in 
which the sympathetic recollections of the Assembly will antici- 
pate this narrative—the malignant fever with which the God of 
all, who directs the agencies and wields the elements of nature, in 
sovereign righteousness visited our guilty city, from the latter part 
of last summer through the first two months of the subsequent au- 
tum. The pressure of this judgment was locally severe. Some 
hundreds of our fellow citizens became its speedy victims. The 
southern sections of the city were depopulated, and the sanctuaries 
of God in the infected district were consequently closed, while the 
consternation was constant and almost universal. ‘The moral ef- 
fects of this calamity on the spirits of survivors, both the church 
and world, were obvious and peculiar at the time. Many migra- 
ted to the country; and of those who remained, while Christians 
were praying and confessing their sins before the acknowledged 
“Lord of heaven and earth,” the irreligious were in many instan- 
ces clamorous and bold in their ungodliness. The Presbytery 
greatly lament also, that the permanent consequences of this visi- 
tation upon the churches generally, and upon those more especially 
which have their location in the immediate circle of its desolations, 
were not so beneficial as they fondly and ardently anticipated. 

The ordinary institutions and objects of Christian benevolence 
have been maintained and multiplied. Several new churches 
have been built, and several others are contemplated or actually 
erecting in the city of New-York. One other church has beer 
organized and furnished with the regular ordinances of the Gospel, 
and we now number fourteen churches in the city. Sabbath 
schools, Bible classes, catechetical instruction, and prayer meetings, 
among which we may particularize the Monthly Concert of Pray- 
er, have been continued and increased in most of our congrega- 
tions. A spirit of Christian activity and effort in the caus¢ of our 
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blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, seems to be extending, 
Missionary operations become increasingly the object of common 
interest, patronage, and prayer; and the more conspicuous enter- 
prises of good, such as Bible Societies, Missionary, Tract, and Ed- 
ucation Societies, Societies for the instruction of Seamen in the 
truth and grace of the Gospel, the American Society for Meliora- 
ting the Condition of the Jews, Societies auxiliary to these, and 
other combinations of Christian effort and resources, appear to be 
advancing, under the benediction of God, in the thoughts and feel- 
ings of our general community. 

The United Foreign Micpigeiy Society deserves a distinct re- 
cognition in this narrative. Jts peculiar details will doubtless be 
known to the Assembly from its own report: it is proper, however, 
to dbserye that thisimighty engine of beneficence, though compli- 
cated in its operations, and embarrassed in its resources, continues © 
to “go forward,” and will, they devoutly pray, recéive the all-suf- 
ficient subsidies and succours which He ‘can so easily command, in 
whose own cause it is singly and efficiently occupied. 

TheéPresbytery would also announce the formation of the Uni- 
ted Domestic Missionary Society, as an institution of the most aus- 
picious consequence, in the sphere of its operations, in the reac- 
tien of its influence upon the spirits of its members, and in its 
prospective achievements in the glorious cause. 

They are also induced to state to the Assembly, thatthey have 
formed themselves into a Presbyterial Missionary Soetety, whose 
object, to supply the waste places of our bounds with the means of 
grace, has been successfully prosecuted during the past year. This 
Society is growing in its promise and consideration; and we ex- 
pect, from the blessing of our Great Head upon the counsel and 
exertions of its Executive Committee, to whom the management of 
its concerns is intrusted, a continual augmentation of the number 
and the strength of the Presbyterian churches in this city and its 
vicinity. 

On that special subject of interest, revivals of religion, their 
communications to the Assembly cannot be in all respects so rich- 
ly grateful as were their last, nor so meager and comfortless as 
often in those of preceding years. In most of their churches there 
has been a gradual and considerable accession from the world, and 
in some of them the additions have been extraordinary and deeply 
characterized. The Rutgers~street Church, in the city of New- 
York, is the only one, perhaps, which it is competent to particu- 
larize. This church was destitute of pastoral superintendence, 
formally, for several months, and, virtually, on account of the fee 
ver, for nearly a year. During the last five months they have en- 
joyed the regular ministrations of their present pastor, and ‘the 
special influences of the Holy Ghost; the fruits of this refreshing, 
already in-gathered to the church, are about seventy names. The 
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importance of religious revivals is more extensively felt, their de- 
tails more impressively heard, and their blessings more generally 
sought by prayer and supplication to the God of Israel, who only 
doeth these wondrous things. The aggregate of accessions from 
the world has been larger than at any former period. 

On the reverse of this general survey they must, however, im- 
press the usual characters of gloom. The majority of our popu- 
lation give fearful proof of continuing on the wrong side of the 
controversy of God with the apostate children of men. Where 
one has been converted, we fear that numbers, too many to be 
counted, are persisting in their native and chosen courses of sin 
and death. The supineness, irresolution, and dubious indications 
of some, who “profess that they know God,” must be noticed 
among the most mournful of the occasions of grief. Several pain- 
ful instances of discipline, and some of them distressful in a singu- 
lar degree, haye occurred in the details of sessional and presby- 
terial administration. But here the deepest shades of -human de- 
generacy on the one side are gratefully relieved on the other, by 
the unequivocal evidences that a spirit of discipline isascendant 
in our churches, that the vital importance of official faithfulness in 
dispensing this ordinance of God, our Saviour, is more widely re- 
alized than in former times, and that the promise of this spirit is 
re most propitious to the interest of the gospel throughout our 

ounds, 

On the whole, the Presbytery feel authorized and constrained, in 
a retrospect of the year, to “thank God, and take courage,” 

SAML. H. COX, Committee of 
ROBT. McCARTEE, ) Presbytery, 


eee 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Philadelphia, May 12. 

Tue Seventh Anniversary of this Society was celebrated in the 
city of New-York, on Thursday last. At 9 o’clock the Society as- 
sembled in their new building in Nassau street, and at half past 
9 o’clock moved in procession to the City Hotel. Matthew Clark- 
son, Esq. in the absence of the Hon. John Jay, President, took the 
chai® supported by the Hon. De Witt Clinton, and Richard Var- 
ick, Esq. Vice-Presidents. After the President’s address, and nu- 
merous letters apologizing for absence were read, the annual report 
of the managers was presented, from which it appears that there 
have been printed by the Society the past year:— 


Bibles in the English language, - = Gey - 23,500 
New Testaments iu the English language, - - 21,500 
New Testaments in the Spanish language, - - 7,000 
Bibles printed at Lexington, Ken. from stereotype 

plates belonging to the Sogjety, ee” aA 2,000 


Vor. F. 96 
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The Society has purchased Bibles in the German lan-~ 
guage, : - - - ° : : ta 1,000- 
And they have received from the British and Foreign 


Bible Society, Spanish Bibles for gratuitous distribution 
im Mexico and South America, - - - - 


“ 500 
a ee a 
Making in the whole, - - - - - - 55,000 
Which added to the number mentioned in the last Re- 
port, viz: - - - - - - - - 268,177 
Makes a total of - - - - - - 323,17F 
in the first seven years of the Society. 
There have been issued from the Society’s Depository 
during the past year, 
Bibles, - - - . - - - - 28,448 
Testaments, - - - - - - - - 26,357 
54,805 


Which, with the Bibles, Testaments, Mohawk Gospels, 
and Delaware Epistles, issued during the six preceding 
years, Viz: - - - - - - - - 193,818 


Make a total of - - - - . 248,623 


During the past year, the Bibles issued in the French, 
German, Spanish, Gaelic, and Welch languages amount to 1,079 
And the Testaments in the Spanish and French langua- 
ges, to - - - - - - - - 3,055 








Making a total of - - : - - 4,134 

The Society have distributed gratuitously during the past year, 
to auxiliary societies and others, 12,923 Bibles and Testaments, all 
of the value of $7,692 24. 

The receipts during the past year, including the subscriptions 
to the Depository, amount to $45,131 25. 

During the «ame period there have been recognized 59 new 
Auxiliary Societies, making in the whole 360. 

After the report was read, a number of resolutions were passed, 
returning thanks to the Officers and Board of Managers of the So- 
ciety, for their services during the past year. 

The meeting was then addressed by the following gentlemen :— 
The Rev. Dr. Woodhull, His Honour De Witt Clinton, the Rev.. 
Mr. Ross, the Hon. Peter A. Jay, the Rev. Dr. Milledoler, and’ 
Sen. Viccente Rocafuerte, a Spanish gentleman, and a native of 
Peru, who was introduced to the Society by Dr. Milnor. 

On no similar occasion (says the Daily Advertiser) have we ex- 
perienced such unmingled gratification as at the present—although 
the day was rainy and uncomfortable, the large room in which the 
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Society met was filled with company, a large proportion of which 
was composed of females. Among the persons convened, the So- 
ciety had the satisfaction of seeing the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the State, a large number of clergymen of different de- 
nominations, and other gentlemen of distinction from different 
parts of the Union. Although the exercises lasted for nearly five 
hours, and many persons were unable to obtain seats, no symp- 
toms of fatigue or uneasiness were manifested, but the audience ex- 
hibited a closeness of attention, and a delight, at the different ad- 
dresses which must have been gratifying to the gentlemen by 
whom they were delivered. This was the natural consequence of 
the distinguished exhibitieus of talents and eloquence. The ad- 
dress of the President was such as might have been expected 
from its venerable author—able, impressive, afd pious. As the 
addresses are to be published, we will not attempt to forestal pub- 
lic opinion regarding them, farther than to say that they were 
highly respectable, elegant, and not unfrequently unusually elo- 
queut. Weshall, however, be pardoned for saying that the meet- 
ing listened to the address of the aged Dr. John Woodhull, with 
mingled emotions of delight and surprise. This venerable Minis 
ter of the Gospel has reached within a few months of his 80th 
year—he assisted in forming the Society, he has witnessed its pro- 
gress and prosperity with fervent thankfulness, and now, at his ad- 
vanced age, appears to pronounce upon it his parting benediction. 
Possessed of most singular strength and energy of body and mind, 
in the full enjoyment of his faculties, it was truly affecting to hear 
him say—“iie who now addresses you, will prebably address you 
no more. His head is whitened by 80 winters—he has laboured 
35 years in his Master’s vineyard—it may truly be said his course 
is finished.” 

We will venture to add, that the speech of Senior Vincente 
RocaFvuerRTe DE cuAyAQuiL, a Spanish gentleman from South 
America, was listened to with much delight, and received with 
lively approbation. Though a foreigner, and of course imperfect- 
ly acquainted with our language, his address was strikingly appro- 
priate, chaste, and impressive, indicating sound principles, and the 
most catholic spirit. He commenced with a modest apology for 
the defects which might appear in his language, as it was the first 
time that he had ever attempted to speak publicly in the English 
language. He expressed the pure and exalted joy he felt in the 
conviction, that in delivering South America from the Spanish yoke, 
it was the design of God to bless her, net only with civil liberty, 
but with the light of genuine christianity. He considered true 
christians as the glory of America,.and rejoiced to find himseif, for 
the first time in his life, surrounded with such an assemblage as he 
then beheld. 

In remarking on the concord, which in that assembly seemed to 
unite persons of so many different denominations, he compared 
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them to stars of different magnitudes, and at various distances, all 
moving in harmony round the same resplendent luminary, and mu- 
tually eulightening each other with his reflected beams. He 
perceived, he said, that among nations enjoying free institu- 
tions, liberality unites with religion. How melancholy was the 
contrast in the condition of those countries which groaned beneath 
the union of superstition and tyranny, where religion was a gigan- 
tic monster, and wielded a lever that shook the earth, while its 
power was exerted only to satisfy its voracious avarice. Congra- 
tulating us on our happiners, he observed, that it was not sufficient 
to know in theory that a perfect union subsisted between the free 
est form of government, and the purest morality, it was necessary 
that knowledge should be applied to a practical purpose, and to us 
it belonged to aid in making that application. ‘Turff your eyes, 
said Mr. R. to the natives of the south: you know that liberty can- 
not subsist without virtue: you know that there is no real virtue 
without the Gospel: go on then, and sow for future generatiors 
the seeds of virtue and happiness. Send us on the wings of tb 
winds, thousands of Bibles. ‘The Sp&nish policy has, till now, de- 
prived my countrymen of the consolations you all so richly enjoy. 
I trust that under the auspices of this Society, they will yet re- 
joice in its possession. 

That holy book you have united to disseminate, will soon, I hope, 
nite all nations in one holy alliance—of virtue, | mean, not of sell: 
interest—an alliance to promote human happiness, not to root it 
out by an army of an hundred thousand soldiers; an alliance that 
shall cause all nations to resemble one common family. Then, 
when the whole earth shall have been regenerated by the influ- 
ence of the truth and grace of the gospel, how will men look 
back to the origin of this and similar societies—they will cherish 
your memory; and their hymns of praise and thanksgiving shall 
ascend around the throne of Jehovah, for those very deeds in 
which you are now engaged. 


TO PATRONS, 


Tue Editor of the Curistran Recister tenders his thanks to his 
friends who have patronized his Magazine. The number of subscrib- 
ers, though pretty numerous, has not covered the expense, which, from 
the size and style of the work, has been very considerable. The pres- 
ent number closes the year; and there will be a cessation of the num- 
bers for two or three months; and the work will then be resumed, if the 
number of subscribers shall be so increased as to justify it; but it will 
not be resumed without a ¢onsiderable augmentation to our list. 

The subscribers who have not paid for the Magazine, will have the 
goodness to forward the money to Mr. Tuomas J’. SkiLuman. 
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